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Ethiopia 


Mengistu Returns From Visits to Syria, PDRY 
EA1610100088 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1000 GMT 15 Oct 88 


[Excerpt] Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, secretary 
general of the WPE Central Committee, president of the 
PDRE and commander in chief of the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces, arrived in Addis Ababa today after his 
visits to Syria and the PDRY. 


On arrival at Bole International Airport with Comrade 
Wubanchi Bishaw, Comrade President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam was welcomed by Comrade Fikre-Selassie 
Wodgeres, member of the WPE Central Committee Polit- 
ical Bureau and prime minister. 


Present during the occasion were members and candi- 
date members of the WPE Central Committee Politburo 
as well as members and candidate members of the WPE 
Central Committee. A guard of honor was mounted and 
the Ethiopian national anthem was sung during the 
occasion. [passage omitted] 


Economic Agreement Signed With Algeria 
LDO710104388 Algiers APS in English 1008 GMT 
6 Oct 88 


[Text] Addis Ababa, 6/10/88 (APS}—The works of the 
second session of the Algero-Ethiopian joint commission 
ended on Wednesday [5 October] with the signing in Addis 
Ababa of a draft agreement covering many fields con- 
nected with the economic, scientific and technical fields. 


The document was signed on the Algerian side by 
Mohamed Abekane deputy minister in the Foreign Min- 
istry in charge of cooperation and on the Ethiopian side 
by Habre Selassie, deputy minister in the State Commit- 
tee for the External! Economic Relations. 


This session of the joint commission was centered on the 
concrete aspects of cooperation in the sidelines of the 
works of the joint commission. Mohamed Abekane and 
the vice minister of the Ethiopian Foreign Ministry 
underlined the quality of the relations between the two 
countries. 


Mohamed Abekane who also held talks with the Ethio- 
pian minister of indusry, mines and energy and foreign 
trade also left Addis Ababa on Wednesday for Ndjamena 
where he will lead the Algerian delegation in the works of 
Algero-Chadian joint commission. 
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TPLF Claims Youths ‘Press-Ganged’ Into Army 
EA1210195888 (Clandestine) Voice of Tigray 
Revolution in Amharic to Ethiopia 1500 GMT 11 Oct 
88 


[Text] The moribund WPE fascist regime, (?beset by 
crises and isolated from the people), is continuing to 
impose compulsory military service in an attempt to 
lengthen its reign. It has press-ganged 436 young people 
from around Amba Alage and (Mokhoni). This anti- 
people act was committed between 25 and 29 September 
1988. One report says that in (Mokhoni), the Dergue 
attracted the people with the promise of grain, and then 
picked out the young. In Amaba Alage the young people 
were taken from their homes. The report added that the 
unjust WPE regime opened fire on 3,000 young people 
fleeing the press-gang process, but no one was hurt. 


EPLF Kills 3 Dergue Troops in Recent Clashes 
EA1310185588 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Amharic 1630 GMT 13 Oct 88 


[Text] Units of the EPLF territorial forces attacked an 
enemy force which came from Mai Dima to Debre Sahel 
to harass the people. 


During this attack the day before yesterday [1 1 October], 
our forces killed two Dergue soldiers, wounded 3 and 
captured a rifle. Remnants of the Dergue soldiers were 
forced to retreat. 


In another development, the people’s militia of the 
EPLF attacked a patrolling unit of the Dergue moving 
from Adi Tekelezan to [name indistinct]. During the 
attack, our heroic forces killed a Dergue soldier and 
captured one radio and one rifle. 


EPDM Clashes With WPE in North; 115 Casualties 
EA1910101488 (Clandestine) Voice of Tigray Revolution 
in Amharic to Ethiopia 0400 GMT 19 Oct 88 


[Text] The heroic combatans of the EPDM [Ethiopian 
People’s Democratic Movement] have continued to 
severely damage the WPE forces, who have been waging 
an undeclared war against the fighting Gonder and Welo 
people [in northern Ethiopia], entering deep into their 
liberated areas, to carry out fascist atrocities and sup- 
press their struggle. 


In this respect, EPDM comrades on 9 October killed or 
wounded 115 enemy soldiers from the 17th and 133d 
Brigades of the 1 7th division which had mobilized near 
our liberated area of Belesa in eastern Gonder. 


The fascist force included five divisions, of which six 
soldiers were captured. Also captured were one RPG, 22 
Kalashnikovs, 37 hand grenades. an assortment of 
ammunition, and other enemy property. Among the 
dead are Second- Lieutant Kalibu Abebe, commander of 
the Fourth Division's 133d Brigade and acting com- 
mander of the 2d Division of the 133d Brigade. 
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The people of the liberated area of Gonder captured five 
soldiers among those who were fleeing with their weapons 
and handed over to the organization six Kalashnikovs left 
behind by the enemy. After the encounter, the enemy 
force, in retaliation for the heavy defeat, carried out 
atrocities on the people. They burned down 164 houses 
belonging to innocent people in (Embarge), [word indis- 
tinct] Wendiye and [word indistinct] areas and shot dead 
Semu Lakew and [name indistinct], innocent people, and 
threw their bodies into the burning houses in Wendiye. In 
Hamusit village they looted numerous household goods 
and clothing belonging to innocent people. 


Government MiG’s Bomb Sekota 2, 12 Oct 
EA1910101988 (Clandestine) Voice of Tigray Revolution 
in Amharic to Ethiopia 0400 GMT 19 Oct 88 


[Text] Continuing its atrocious attacks, the atrocious 
Dergue republic has carried out repeated atrocious 
bombings in Sekota of Welo region. In a 20-minute 
bombing by two WPE MiG fighter planes on 2 October, 
they wounded two mothers who are residents of the town 
and caused minor damage to the Weyibla Maryam 
Church. Reports reaching us from there say that the 
bombing was resumed on |2 October in and around 
Sekota town and six heavy bombs were dropped in 
places where people were thought to have taken cover. 
No one was injured. 


Even though the fascist Dergue have carried out six air 
raids on Sekota town since May-June 1988, it has not 
frightened the residents of the town. Instead, it has 
enabled them to understand the [words indistinct] activ- 
ities of the Dergue and made them stand firm alongside 
their vanguard organization. 


Engerne Bombed; § Killed 
EA2010101088 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Amharic 0630 GMT 20 Oct 88 


[Excerpt] Dergue combat aircraft killed 5 people and 
injured (?10) others in an aerial bombardment in and 
around Engerne on 17 and 18 October 1988. [passage 
omitted] 


Kenya 


Moi, SWAPO’s Nujoma Discuss Namibian Situation 
EA1910212388 Nairobi KNA in English 0945 GMT 
19 Oct 88 


[Excerpt] Nairobi 19 Oct—President Daniel arap Moi 
today at State House, Nairobi, held discussions with the 
president of the South West Africa Peoples Organisation 
(SWAPO) Mr Sam Nujoma. During the discussion, Mr 
Nujoma briefed President Moi on the developments 
leading towards prospective Namibian independence, in 
accordance with the United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 435. He also briefed President Moi on the 
discussions between the USA, South Afnca, Angola and 
Cuba which are to lead to a ceasefire in Namibia. Mr 
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Nujoma touched on the U.N. efforts to set up an 
international peace-keeping force to move in after the 
ceasefire, and also the formation of a civilian component 
to assist in forming civilian institutions in Namibia. 


The SWAPO president further took the opportunity to 
express his gratitude to President Moi, the government 
of Kenya the people of Kenya and the ruling party, 
KANU, for the continued financial, diplomatic and 
moral support to the freedom movement. 


President Moi said he had been following the develop- 
ments in Angola very closely, adding that the beginning 
of November could see the onset of important decisions 
leading to the independence of Namibia. This would be 
a relief to independent Afncan states and ali those who 
love freedom, he said. The president said that Kenya 
would see how to help in contributing in the formation of 
a workable system which would satisfy the expectation of 
the Namibian masses. [passage omitted] 


Somalia 


Siad Barre Returns From PDRY, Kenya Trips 
EA1610081088 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 
1700 GMT 15 Oci 88 


[Excerpts] Somali President Challe Muhammad Siad 
Barre and his delegation returned home this afternoon 
after their official visit to the PDRY and the Republic of 
Kenya. [passage omitted] 


Challe Siad said that while in Aden he held fruitful talks 
with the president of the PDRY Supreme Council, 
Haydar Abu Bakr al-‘Attas, and the YSP secretary gen- 
eral, “Ali Salih al-Bid. 


Briefing the journalists on his Kenyan visit, Challe Siad 
said: | held talks with President Mo: which centered on 
how to promote relations and cooperation between 
Somalia and Kenya. He added: While in Nairobi, | met 
representatives of the Somali community in Kenya. 
[pasage omitted] 


Foreign Minister Rejects Talks With Rebels 
PM1910152188 London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabu 
19-25 Oct 88 p Il 


[Interview with Foreign Minister Mohamed Ali Hamud 
by Nadim Nasir in London, date not given] 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] [Nasir] It 1s known that the 
main quarter that provides aid to the Somali: National 
Movement forces 1s the Addis Ababa regime. Under the 
agreement concluded last April between the Somali 
Government and the Ethiopian Government the latter 
undertook not to provide any support for the movement 
But you are still hesitating to condemn Ethiopia openly. 
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{[Hamud] We talk to the :thiopians about this issue, and 
we do not conceal our indignation regarding what we 
feel. But tney say: True, we helped them in the past, but 
we have stopped now. S) it is clear that they are denying 
the terrorists their suport. Only time will reveal how 
true these claims are. | say that they must choose 
between peace with S»malia and support for the dissi- 
dents. 


[Nasir] Do you know any other quarters providing 
support for the dissidents? 


{[Hamud] Yes. ‘We know that Cuba provides training for 
some of their cadres. 


[Nasir] is there any possibility of securing a political 
solut:on via understanding with the rebels? 


{Hamud] We cannot talk with people seeking to divide 
the country, kill children and cld people, demolish 
homes, and destroy the country. If they were a peaceful 
political opposition group, we would be able to make 
contacts with them. But we are not ready to talk with 


these people. 


[Nasir] So you believe that a military solution is the only 
means? 


[Hamud] The Somali people, who back the government, 
do not want to see their country divided into north and 
south. 


Uganda 


Museveni Meets With Sudanese Justice Minister 
EA1110212188 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1400 GMT 11 Oct 88 


[Text] President Museveni has met the Sudanese deputy 
prime minister who is also the minister of justice and 
attorney general, Dr Hassan Turabi. The meeting took 
place at State House, Entebbe, this morning. Dr Turabi, 
who is also the leader of the National Islamic Front, has 
been on a short visit to Uganda at the invitation of 
President Museveni and was among those foreign offi- 
cials who attended the independence anniversary cele- 
brations in Kampala last Sunday, 9th October. 


During the discussions with President Museveni, Dr 
Turabi briefed him on the current situation in the Sudan, 
especially with regard to the conflict between the Suda- 
nese Government and the SPLA. Dr Turabi was accom- 
panied by the Sudanese minister of commerce, Dr Ali 
al-Haj Muhammad, two members of Parliament, Ali 
Fariak and (Mahdi Muhammad), and the Sudanese 
charge d'affaires in Uganda, Mr Add al-Shaykh. The 
meeting was also attended by the deputy minister of 
foreign affairs, Mr (Agadgidi). 
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Tanzania's Mwinyi Arrives for Anniversary Fete 


Museveni Hosts Dinner 
EA0910195788 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
0400 GMT 9 Oct 88 


{Text} President Yoweri Museveni has praised the posi- 
tive role Tanzania has played in the African liberation 
struggle. Speaking at a state dinner, which he hosted in 
honor of President Ali Hassan Mwinyi of Tanzania at 
Sheraton Hotel, last night, President Museveni said that 
apart from the heroic efforts against colonialism, Tanza- 
nia’s role in the liberation of Mozambique, Angola, and 
Zimbabwe is a recognizable fact. 


Mr Mwinyi arrived in Uganda yesterday to officiate at 
celebrations marking Uganda's 26th independence anni- 
versary being marked today. 


Mr Museveni also noted that as chairman of the Front- 
line States, Tanzania had shown more of a commitment 
to the African struggle than any single African country so 
far and that, collectively, the Frontline States have 
sacrificed material and human resources beyond their 
quota. He said that this selfless act has heightened the 
struggle in southern Africa, which act should lead to the 
indepe: dence of Namibia. 


President Museveni also commended President Mwiny: 
for his commitment to the unity of east Afnca and also 
for his exemplary leadership in maintaining the stability, 
peace, and unity of Tanzania. He noted that Tanzania is 
the only example of two sovereign African states which 
have united voluntarily and maintained unity. 


Speaking on some international issues, President Muse- 
veni said that what bothers the debtor nations is the 
manner in which the international money lenders 
demand payment, adding that the methods used are very 
brutal and oppressive. He said that debtor nations, like 
Uganda and Tanzania, have to find a way and save the 
situation lest debt repayment take priority over the 
rescue of our people from starvation. 


The president said that, as the greatest sufferers from the 
debt problem, the developing countries have to continue 
demanding for an international conference to resolve the 
problem and in this regard, Uganda supports the South- 
South Commission. 


The president also condemned the wicked act of turning 
Africa into a dumping ground for the toxic waste from 
some European and industrialized countries. He called 
on all African nations to press havd to have the offenders 
brought to book and to carry back their waste and, at the 
same time, urged for a severe punishment against the 
bankrupt Africans who collaborate in this (?horrendous) 
act. 
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In reply, President Mwinyi noied that Uganda was now 
celebrating her independence anniversary in an atmo- 
sphere of peace and stability which he attributed to 
President Museveni’s personal commitment to the unity 
of Uganda. He commended the National Resistance 
Movement government's steps to improve and uplift the 
economic and social structure of Uganda. 


President Mwinyi talked highly of President Museveni's 
efforts in forging and strengthening brotherly relations 
between the two countries, especially in the fields of 
trade, energy, and communications. 


The Tanzanian leader also noted that as Ugandans 
celebrate their independence anniversary today, this 
should remind all Africans of the plight of our brothers 
and sisters in southern Africa whose liberation from 
apartheid must be fully supported. Mr Mvwinyi also 
called for a new international economic order. 


on Independence Day 
EA0910201888 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
0910 GMT 9 Oct 88 


[Address by Tanzanian President Ali Hassan Mwinyi at 
Kololo airstrip; date not given—recorded] 


[Text] Mr President of the Republic of Uganda, distin- 
guished fellow invitees, my beloved brothers and sisters 
of Uganda: 


My delegation and I are here to bring you greetings from 
your brothers and sisters of Tanzania. [applause] We are 
the bearers of those greetings and hearty congratulations 
on this historic occasion. They wish you continued 
peace, stability, and happiness for now and for the 
future. [applause] 


Such celebrations as this one here provide us with an 
opportunity to look back and to assess the progress we 
have made in the attainment of the objectives of our 
independence. As we all recognize, political indepen- 
dence is not an end itself. It is simply a means to an end. 
Independence is the beginning of the long journey 
towards improvement of the living standards of our 
people. It is the beginning of the long journey from 
poverty to prosperity, from tribal and religious affinity 
to a national one, from disunity to national unity and 
from backwardness or from underdevelopment to com- 
plete development. These normally are very difficult 
challenges which confront all of us in our countries, not 
only in Uganda, it is also in all the developing countries. 


In order to meet these challenges, we have to establish 
certain prerequisites. The most important of these pre- 
requisites are peace, stability, and unity—unity within 
our countries and unity between our countries. We need 
peace not only within Uganda but we need peace also in 
Tanzania, we need peace in Kenya, we need peace in the 
Sudan, we need peace in all the countries of our region, 
for we all recognize that instability and insecurity in one 
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of the states in our region affect peace and stability in all 
the others and this can cause instability in our region as 
a whole. It is important therefore that all of us should 
work very hard to promote peace not only in our 
respective countries but with all our neighbors. 


We, in Tanzania, are highly impressed and encouraged 
by the great efforts being made by President Yoweri 
Museveni in promoting and strengthening peace and 
national unity in Uganda. [applause] Certainly, it is a 
result of these great efforts that the independence anni- 
versary is being held here in peace and stability. 
[applause] We, in Tanzania, salute you, comrade presi- 
dent, for these wonderful achievements. We wish you 
and our beloved brothers and sisters of Uganda greater 
success for the years to come. 


Stability in Uganda will bring about stability in Tanza- 
nia. We have a strong desire to live in harmony with each 
other and to cooperate with one another. 


My presence here today 1s not accidental. It 1s certainly a 
reflection of the excellent relations existing between 
Tanzania and Uganda. [applause] It is our sincere hope 
that this should mark the beginning of an east African 
togetherness. [applause] 


The peoples of east Africa are one people. We, leaders, 
come and go like a drop of water in the Nile. It goes and 
disappears eventually into the Mediterranean but the 
Nile 1s here. [applause] Similarly we, the leaders of east 
Africa, come and go and will continue to come and go 
but the countnes of east Africa and their people are here 
to stay. So, it 1s our responsibility to do everything we 
can to fulfill the peoples aspiration. [applause] 


Once again, on behalf of the people of Tanzania, | 
congratulate you, Mr President, once again for celebrat- 
ing the 26th anniversay of your independence. | also 
thank you for inviting me. Thank you very much. 
[applause] 


Leaves for Dar es Salam 
EA1010154788 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1000 GMT 10 Oct 88 


[Excerpt] President Ali Hassan Mwinyi of Tanzania has 
left for home after a 3-day visit to Uganda as a guest of 
President Museveni during celebrations to mark the 
26th anniversary of Uganda's independence. At a press 
conference held at Entebbe International Airport shortly 
before departure, Mr Mwinyi dismissed President 
Botha’s recent (?utterances) by South Africa about the 
possibility of a meeting between Frontline States and the 
racist leader. Mr Mwinyi said as far as Tanzania is 
concerned, there cannot be such a meeting until Namibia 
is independent. President Mwinyi also said that the 
people of the east African region (?could) revive the 
spirit of east Africanness to augment our other activities 
with the preferential trade area, PTA. [passage omitted] 
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Details of Bill on Constitution Published 
EA1010170388 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1000 GMT 10 Oct 88 


[Text] Details of a bill seeking to establish a new consti- 
tution of Uganda have been published by the minister 
for constitutional affairs, Mr Sam Njuba. The work of 
writing the constitution will be spearheaded by a com- 
mission consisting of 15 members, namely: a chairman, 
a secretary, the director of legal affairs in the NRM 
secretariat, who will be an ex-officio member, the chief 
political commissar in the NRA, who will also be an 
ex-officio member, and |! members. The chairman, 
secretary and members of the commission other than the 
ex-officio members shall be appointed by the president. 
Commissioners will serve on the commission on full- 
time appointments until the commission submits its 
final report to the minister. 


The functions of the commission shall be to study and 
review the constitution with a view to making proposals 
for the enactment of a national constitution that will 
[word indistinct): 


1. Guarantee the national independence and territorial 
integrity and sovereignty of Uganda. 


2. Establish a free and democratic system of government 
that will guarantee the fundamental nghts and freedoms 
of the people of Uganda. 


3. To create viable political institutions that will ensure 
maximum consensus and orderly taxation to govern- 
ment. 


4. Recognize and demarcate division of responsibility 
among the state organs of the executive, the legislature, 
and the judiciary, and to create viable checks and 
balances between them. 
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5. Endeavor to develop a system of government that 
ensures peoples’ participation in the governance of their 
country. 


6. Endeavor to develop a demucratic, free, and fair 
electoral system that will ensure true peoples’ represen- 
tation in the legislature and at other levels. 


7. Establish and uphold the principle of public account- 
ability by the holders of public offices and political posts. 


8. Gurantee the independence of the judiciary. 


In carrying Out its work, the commission will seek the 
views of the general public through the holding of public 
meetings and debates, seminars and workshops and any 
other form of collecting public views. It will also stimu- 
late public discussion and awareness of constitutional 
issues. In this regard it may summon any person to 
appear before it or to produce any document or thing 
that may be considered relevant to the function of the 
commission. 


A person who without lawful excuse has failed to appear 
before the commission in disobedience of summons, or 
knowingly presents to the commission a false or fabri- 
cated document or makes a false statement thereto, 
("have also) with attempt to defeat or mislead the 
commission commits an offence and shall be liable on 
conviction to a fine not exceeding 7,000 shillings or to a 
term of imprisonment not exceeding 3 months. 


All questions before the commission shall be determined 
by a majority of the members present voting and, in the 
event of an equality of votes, the chairman shall in 
addition have a casting vote. 


The commission shall complete its work and submit a 
report thereon to the minister within 24 months from the 
date of commencement of this [word indistinct] or such 
further period as the minister may determine. However 
the commission shall, if directed by the minister, submit 
interim progress reports and at such intervals as the 
minister shall determine. 
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Pik Botha Reacts to U.S. Sanctions Decision 
MB2010164088 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 20 Oct 88 


[Excerpts] The minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, 
says the decision of the American Senate to withdraw 
sanctions legislation does not mean those in favor of 
sanctions will not make another attempt next year. 
Addressing a meeting of the Church Alliance of South 
Africa in Pretoria this afternoon, Mr Botha said he 
hoped, however, that the message would dawn upon the 
Amenican Senate that sanctions would cause immeasur- 
able sufferings to millions of people in the whole of 
southern Africa. [passage omitted] 


The sanctions decision was taken by Senator Alan Cran- 
ston, a Californian Democrat. He admitted that he had 
insufficient support to counter the expected Republican 
Opposition to the measure. The legislation was approved 
by the House of Representatives in August. 


In the United States, the South African ambassador, Dr 
Piet Koornhof, told our Washington representative that 
Senator Cranston’s decision was welcome news. Dr 
Koornhof described the decision as a victory for moder- 
ate Americans who wanted to play a positive and con- 
structive role in South Africa. 


President Warns Media To Exert ‘Self-Discipline’ 
MB2010194288 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1939 GMT 20 Oct 88 


[Text] Benoni Oct 20 SAPA—The state president, Mr 
P.W. Botha, warned tonight that the government would 
institute measures to prevent the South Afncan media 
from quoting tyrants (geweldenaars) if the media would 
not exercise self discipline. 


He told a public meeting in Benoni that he expected the 
South African media to exercise self discipline and to 


black out the propaganda of tyrants (geweldenaars). 


If the media failed to do this, they should not complain 
if the government introduced the same measures that the 
British Government had done when they had banned the 
quoting of IRA officials. 


Commentary Parallels UK, RSA Media Restrictions 
MB2110052888 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 21 Oct 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] Predictably, there has been criticism of the action 
taken by the British Government in banning interviews 
with Irish terrorists and their supporters on television 
and radio. But the ban, part of a package of tougher 
measures planned against the IRA and other terrorist 
groups, has been expected as a response to worsening 
terrorism in recent months. Since the attack on a busload 
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of soldiers in northern Ireland, Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher has called repeatedly for terrorists to be 
“starved of the oxygen of publicity.” 


Responding to cnticism, British Home Secretary Mr 
Douglas Hurd said the ban was needed to depnve 
terrorists of a weapon. It was an apt metaphor. It has 
been said that the most powerful weapon of the terrorist 
is not the bomb or the AK47 nile, it is publicity in the 
mass media, and especially on television screens. 


The connection between terrorism and the electronic 
media in particular is well documented. Nearly a decade 
ago, the American historian Walter Laqueur pointed out 
that those who challenged the democratic order had 
learnt that the media were of paramount importance to 
their campaigns. The real danger facing the terrorist, 
Laqueur writes, 1s that of insufficient publicity. And the 
same applies to campaigns of whatever kind of the 
revolutionary and the radical. The less representative he 
is, the more he depends on coverage. It makes him seem 
more important and pewerful than the moderate man. 
More recently, reviewing political violence in the eight- 
ies, the Britrsh historian Paul Johnson wrote, “The 
demonstrators want to make propaganda, or to convey 
to the public a sense of growing crisis, which may be 
wholly artificial. The television networks want violent 
real action to grab viewers and raise ratings. So both 
parties have a common interest in the breakdown of 
order.” 


It was such a situation in South Africa that eventually led 
3 years ago to a ban on electronic media coverage of 
unrest. Television coverage conveying the impression 
that South Afmca was on the verge of a revolution, 
although patently false, was nolarizing the country and 
poisoning international relations. Long before that, a 
comprehensive ban had been placed on publicity for 
members of the ANC, a body dedicated to achieving its 
political aims through violence. 


The attempt to define the limits of media freedom poses 
special difficulties for societies that are committed to 
democratic values. To what extent may the institutions 
and practices of a free society be exploited in a campaign 
to destroy it? Where is the dividing line between harsh 
but legitimate criticrsm on one hand and, on the other, 
propaganda to subvert the efforts of moderates to nego- 
tiate a peaceful accommodation of conflicting views? 


The British Government has decided that the limits are 
exceeded when terrorists are given a media platform to 
promote their views. 


P.W. Botha Declares Commitment To Join OAU 
MB2/ 10055588 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 0500 GMT 21 Oct 88 


[Text] The state president, Mr P.W. Botha, says South 
Africa's commitment to Africa will lead it to strive for 
membership of the OAU. President Botha told a public 
meeting in Benoni last night that South Afnca’s pnon- 
ties lay in Africa. 
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[Begin Botha recording] The Republic of South Afnnica 1s 
not an automatic ally of any mayor power. [changes to 
Afmkaans}] The superpowers must not think that we 
would naturally be on the side of one of them. [applause] 
[changes to English] And for the sake of our own inter- 
ests, we shall cooperate with any country that shares 
common interest with us. But our priority lies in Africa. 
Originally we came from Europe, but in the course of 
centunes we have made Afnca our own. South Afinca has 
a tremendous role to play in Africa. 


The republic will have to share in the task to uplift the 
states and the nations of this troubled continent. This 
continent, with its hunger, its lack of health services, its 
lack of work: this continent of which great parts 1s poor. 
We are already doing this quietly on a massive scale 
through bilateral bases. This logically implies that we 
shall in due course strive to become a member of the 
Organization of Afncan Unity. [changes to Afmkaans] 
That 1s our aim. I told black Afmcan leaders that | want 
to stare you in the eyes, then you must talk about our 
social problems. [end recording} 


During the course of his speech Presideni Botha took the 
chief minister of KwaZulu, Chief Minister Buthelez, to 
task for a recent attack on him, bringing the president's 
political credibility into question. 


[Begin Botha recording} | did not seck confrontation 
with Mr Buthelezi but I have to tell him that he cannot 
have his cake and eat t_ I think he has now gone too far. 
It 1s time that I respond, | cannot remain silent because 
people will then say | am a weakling. The apparent 
theme of his speech was that the state president should 
not be taken at face value ("and more), because accord- 
ing to him and [changes to Afmkaans} | quote [changes to 
English] the goods have not been delivered. Strangely 
enough, he then referred, in the same speech, to the 
significant goods that have in fact been delivered, and he 
mentioned, he referred, to what he termed the significant 
reforms of the scrapping of the pass laws and influx 
control, granting of black trade union mghts. He really 
seems confused to me. 


In his speech, Mr Buthelezi said that he has constantly 
attempted to negotiate, but that 1s nut true. Over the 
years, he has on numerous occasions been invited to 
come to negotiations together with other black leaders, 
but usually he refused to attend such meetings. The most 
recent example was in August last year when | met with 
black leaders. He simply refused to attend, and in his 
speech he said he found it impossible to attend that 
meeting because he did not know what the talks were 
about. Inspite of his attitude I shall continue to pay visits 
to black communities, and I shall continue to discuss 
mutual interests with black leaders in South Africa. 
{applause} It is high time that the chief minister of 
KwaZulu decides whether he thinks he 1s the only leader 
in South Africa, or whether he is one of many leaders of 
many groups who are searching for peace and progress in 
our country. [applause] [end recording] 
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President Botha told the meeting that much had been 
made of his referring of two controversial bills, the one 
on free settlement areas. and the other on local govern- 
ment in free settlement areas to the President's Council. 
He pointed out that the President's Council had vanous 
options in dealing with the bills, and that the eventual 
acceptance of the measures was not a foregone conclu- 
sion. He said the Group Areas Amendment Bill will also 
be referred to the President's Council once th: necessary 
Studies had been made. 


Worrall of Botha’s Buthelezi Remarks 
MB2110081288 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0740 GMT 21 Oct 88 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct 20 SAPA—The Independent 
Party took exception to last night's personal attack Dy 
President Botha on Dr Mangosuthu Buthelezi, the leader 
of the party, Mr Denis Worrall sand in a statement this 
morning. 


Mr Botha had attacked the chief minister of KwaZulu at 
a public meeting in Benoni and had slated him for 
refusing to enter into talks with the government 


Mr Worrall said the Independent Party understood the 
reservations which Chief Minister Buthelez: had in involy- 
ing himself in government sponsored negotiations 


He said Mr Botha’s remarks were quite unhelpful and 
demanded that SABC TV gave the chief minister the 


opportunity of replying. 


Botha: ANC Seeks ‘Cheap * in Rugby Talks 
MB2010201388 Johannesburg SAP A in English 
2011 GMT 20 Get 88 


[Text] Benom Oct 20 SAPA—The state president called 
on South Africa's rugby administrators tonight not to 
put the ANC in a position to make “cheap propaganda of 
sport in South Afinca.” 


He told an audience of 1050 people at a public meeting 
in Benon: that the rugby bosses would come off second 
best after discussions with the ANC (sal bedroe daarvan 


terugkom). 


He called on all South Afncans and specifically sports 
administrators not to engage the ANC in dialogue. 
because the ANC saw sports as an important terrain in 
which to continue its subtle subversion. He said the ANC 
was committed to a sophistrx ated process to make tts 
revolutionary forces more acceptable politically both in 
South Afnca and overseas. 


He told the attentive audience that the ANC was wrap- 
ping itself in a cloak of prousness in “order to stab you mm 
the back with a dagger.” 
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The government would like to see South Afncan athletes 
compete abroad, but the ANC was using the talks to 
bring out divisions. “There are still politically blind 
moles in this country who fail to see this.” 


Discussing his recent visits to Afmcan and European 
leaders, he said South Africa would strive to become a 
member of the Organisation of African Unity in due 
course. Mr Botha said he wished to look Afncan leaders 
in the eye. “I will not be afraid to go to the OAU.” 


He said great progress had been made in relations with 
Afncan leaders, and all the leaders he had met agreed 
that the Cuban presence in Africa was a threat to peace 
on this continent. There were many African states which 
agreed the Cubans should leave Africa. 


South Africa had an important role to play in uplifting 
States in “this troubled continent.” 


Mr Botha said white South Afncans had orginally come 
from Europe but had made South Afnca their own 
country. “We shall not allow ourselves to be kicked out 
because we have no-one else to sit.” 


He slated Dr Mangosuthu Buthelezi, chief minister of 
KwaZulu and leader of Inkatha, for refusing to enter into 
talks with the government and launching repeated 
attacks on Mr Botha in public. It was time Dr Buthelezi 
decided whether he was the only black leader or one of 
many who was striving for peace and progress. 


Mr Botha asked if the country’s Constitution was 
responsible for the tribal clashes among Zulus for centu- 
nes. He pointed out the government had to curb violence 
between Inkatha and radicals in Natal, and had to 
resolve conflicts between Dr Buthelezi and his family, 
and the Swazis at the request of both parties. 


When Natal was flooded, Dr Buthelezi was on « visit 
abroad and the South Afncan Government had to bear 
the brunt of relief work. 


Mr Botha criticised the media for “exaggerated” reports 
on the fact that he had not referred all the Group Area 
Act Bills to the President's Council [PC]. 


He said he was yet to take a decision on when they 
should be sent to the PC, once he had thoroughly studied 
the matter. “I cannot do everything at once,” he said 
referring to his recent visit abroad. 


He dismissed reports that he had pleaded with Rev Allan 
Hendnckse, leader of the Labour Party, to “keep out” 
the CP. He said shorthand notes taken during his meet- 
ing with Rev Hendrickse, referring to economic prob- 
lems and the demarcation of constituencies, showed he 
had told Rev Hendrickse “don’t let the nghtists (regters) 
push me out.” He told Rev Hendrickse that no Afnkaner 
would be given a chance to solve the country’s problems 
if he (Mr Botha) failed. 
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Mr Botha said a notion that the country’s wealth should 
be distributed among all was “nonsense”. “We should 
enable everyone to look after himself and to enlarge 
South Africa's (economic) abilities,” he said. 


De Klerk Comments on Meeting With Rugby Official 
MB1910161888 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1553 GMT 19 Oct 88 


[Text] Pretoria Oct 19 SAPA—The minister of national 
education, Mr F.W. de Klerk, said today he had asked 
the South African Rugby Board's [SARB] Executive 
Committee to take an official stand on liaison with the 
African National Congress and the Harare statement. 


Mr de Klerk said in a statement, released in Pretoria 
after urgent discussions with an SARB delegation, that it 
was not only the government who had an interest in the 
matter, “but also the hundreds of thousands of rugby 
players and fans throughout the country.” Mr de Klerk 
said the delegation had agreed to his request. 


“The delegation however informed mz that in view of the 
fact that the president of the SARB (Dr Danie Craven) is 
overseas, they as a board cannot immediately formulate 
and state their viewpoints on these matters. They indi- 
cated that as soon as the president returns, they will meet 
and comply with my request,” Mr de Klerk said. 


It had been agreed that individual members of the 
delegation could make their own viewpoints known in 
the meantime, Mr de Klerk said. He said a clear picture 
had emerged at today’s discussions of the circumstances 
that had led to the Harare talks. 


“| used this opportunity to put forward the government's 
viewpoint concerning negotiations with the ANC in a 
frank and more detailed manner than in my statement of 
October 17. The negative consequences of this kind of 
action for South Africa in its fight against terrorism was 
clearly spelt out.” 


Mr de Klerk had thanked the executive committee 
members for their positive attitude and the trouble they 
had taken to attend the meeting at short notice. He 
declined to be interviewed by waiting newsmen after the 
meeting. held at his offices at Church Square. 


ANC Clarifies Position on Sports Boycott 
MB2110072788 Harare Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 21 Oct 88 


[Text] The ANC of South Africa has clarified its stand on 
sports in the country. In a statement issued in Harare, 
the ANC denied that the Harare agreement was a depar- 
ture from its longstanding position of boycotting South 
Afnnca’s sporting activities. The statement said the 
Harare meeting resolved that the South African Rugby 
Board should first work for the establishment of a single 
nonracial body. It added that it was only after the 
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establishment of such a body, and when nonracism in 
rugby is firmly rooted, that the ANC will advocate the 
lifting of the ban on South African rugby. 


Government Signs Loan Agreement on Maputo Harber 
MB2010190788 Johannesburg SAPA in English 


1853 GMT 20 Oct 88 


[Text] Pretoria Oct 20 SAPA—The deputy minister of 
foreign affairs, Mr Kobus Meiving, today signed a loan 
agreement for the continued operation of Maputo Har- 
bour, a foreign affairs spokesman said in Pretoria. 


In terms of this agreement, signed in Maputo, South 

Africa will make an amount of R3 million available to 

the Mozambique railway authorities. The first loan 

t, also for an amount of R3 million, was signed 

= March 26, 1987 for the purpose of upgrading Maputo 
arbour. 


The loans are in accordance with a blueprint, compiled 
by the South African Foreign Trade Organisation, for the 
total restoration and expansion of Maputo Harbour and 
which provides for further investment from a variety of 
sources over a five-year period, whereby the flow of 
goods through the harbour will eventually reach a high 
point of 12 to 13 million tons per year. The agreement 
was co-signed by the vice-minister of the Mozambique 
Merchant Navy, Mr Isaias Muhate. 


In addition to signing the agreement Mr Meiring held 
talks with the Mozambican minister of international 
cooperation, Maj-Gen Jacinto Veloso. These dealt with a 
number of issues concerning relations between South 
Africa and Mozambique as well as matters arising from 
the recent meeting in Songo, near Cahora Bassa, between 
President J. Chissano and President P.W. Botha. 


During the talks today, Mr Meiring was accompanied by 
the South African trade representative in Maputo, Mr 
D.F. Loubser, and officials from the Department of 
Foreign Affairs. 


Two Mines Explode in Cape Town; No Injuries 
MB2110073088 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0700 GMT 21 Oct 88 


[Text] Two more blasts have rocked Cape Town as police 
tighten security prior to next Wednesday's municipal 
elections. Ian Konigsfest reports. 


[Konigsfest] The first blast went off just after 2100 last 
night in the library section of the (?Rockton) Civic 
Center in Mitchell's Plain. The blast, believed to have 
been caused by a mini-limpet mine, disrupted a scho ' 
concert which was taking place in another wing of the 
center. No injuries were reported and damage to the 
building is minima! 
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A short while later a blast went off at the Bonteheuwe!l 
Civic Center scene of the mini-limpet mine explosion on 
29 September. Minor damage was caused and no injunes 
reported. Police have meanwhile stepped up security in 
the city after the recent spate of at least 12 blasts since 
April, and various methods, including street freeze 
searches and the removal of parking facilities outside 
police stations, have been introduced. 


Botha Supports Church Alliance Sanctions Stand 
MB2110074888 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 0300 GMT 21 Oct 88 


[Excerpts] The Church Alliance of South Africa [CASA] 
which is supported by about 15 million Christians, has 
taken a strong stanc against the use of sanctions and 
violence to bring about change in South Africa. At a 
meeting at Irene yesterday, CASA said that credit should 
be given for the recent political changes made in South 
Africa. [passage omitted] 


Foreign Affairs Minister Pik Botha, who was guest 
speaker at the function, said the unity of the alliance with 
its vast number and variety of members set an example 
that should be followed in other areas of South Africa. 


[Begin Botha recording] It has struck me that already by 
this gathering, this meeting, you have given us politicians 
an example, namely can’t we also tind an agreement, a 
common factor, a common denominator, which could 
bring us together, which could bring all South African 
communities together irrespective of the color of their 
skin, and even for that matter irrespective of their 
religion in order to discover, first of all, a number of 
factors which unite us and on which we need not agree. 
{end recording] 


Chikane Criticizes Botha’s ‘Diplomatic Offensive’ 
MB2010134088 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1300 GMT 20 Oct 88 


[Text] The South African Council of Churches [SACC] 
has criticized P.W. Botha’s diplomatic offensive as noth- 
ing more than a resuscitation of the constellation of 
States idea. In a statement issued by SACC General 
Secretary Frank Chikane, the Council says Botha’s visits 
to African leaders are part of the government's policy of 
a constellation of states designed to bring the Frontline 
States within the political and economic orbit of South 
Africa. The SACC says that in this way the government 
hopes to undermine support for the opposition groups in 
South Africa. 


Black Sash Issues Statement on ‘Kine Three’ 
MB1910154288 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1538 GMT 19 Oct 88 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct 19 S4PA—The Black Sash today 
welcomed “the return” of three escaned detainees who 
took refuge in the American Consulate in Johannesburg. In 
a statement to SAPA, the Black Sash saluted the three “for 
exposing the hollow sham of arbitrary detention.” 
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Mr Murphy Morobe, Mr Vusi Khanyile and Mr Valli 
Moosa said they took refuge in the consulate to highlight 
the plight of people in detention. The government has 
said it will not re-arrest the three. 


“We hope this time the government will honour its 
agreement not to redetain or restrict them,” the Black 
Sash said. ““Why were they detained in the first place, 
and why are their colleagues and others being held? 


“Why are they all not released immediately and uncon- 
ditionally?” 


Under the emergency regulations the police have been 
given sweeping powers to detain politically-active peo- 
ple. “When power is taken out of the hands of Parlia- 
ment and away from the scrutiny of the courts, it leaves 
the way open to widespread abuse of power. Only the 
total abolition of this evil system will prevent that 
abuse,” the statement said. 


“The Black Sash welcomes the return of the Kine 3.” 


PFP Leader Comments on Municipal Election Issues 
MB1910182588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1305 GMT 19 Oct 88 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct 19 SAPA—The time was com- 
ing when it would be impossible, apart from being 
immoral, for 15 per cent of South Africa’s population to 
dominate the rest, PFP leader Dr Zach de Beer said in 
Johannesburg tonight. They already involved vast police 
and military involvement, great direct and even greater 
indirect cost in the progressive impoverishment of the 
country. 


Speaking at a house meeting in support of Progressive 
Federal Party municipal candidate Mr Dennis Greyven- 
stein, he said the only way to go was to the genuinely 
shared future which the PFP put forward—a future 
based on equal human dignity and rights, on personal 
freedom and on the rule of law. 


Dr de Beer said the municipal elections had been delib- 
erately politicised by government with the result that 
national issues had taken precedence over local ones, 
arising from the massive scale and rapid pace of urbani- 
sation in South Africa. 


Influx control had collapsed some years ago—not because 
the government wanted it to but probably because it was 
simply not possible to implement it, he said. 


The Group Areas Act was the national bone of conten- 
tion dominating these elections. Mr de Beer said it had 
to be noted that the members of the House of Represen- 
tatives and the House of Delegates, ‘representing the last 
pugnacious...people of colour in the whole country,” had 
rejected the Nat [NP] proposals with hostility, and had 
refused to cooperate in any way. 
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The PFP leader said it looked as if the government was 
going to simply push them aside and legislate by white 
domination through the President’s Council. This would 
put the tricameral parlimentary system in grave danger. 


He said that because the Nats had realised they could not 
put the clock backwards, they had accepted that black 
and brown people must be allowed to live in what were 
formerly white areasa—Mr Heunis had mentioned Hill- 
brow, Doornfontein and parts of Mayfair. But because 
the Nats were scared of the Conservative Party at the 
ballot box, they were determined to do something tough 
and racist before October 26, Mr de Beer said. 


Municipal Elections Opponents ‘Flouting’ Bans 
MB2010161088 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 20 Oct 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] It seems that opponents of the forthcoming munic- 
ipal elections in South Africa are flouting government 
bans; so far, with impunity. No one is supposed to call for 
protests against the elections or for boycotts against them, 
but church leaders, such as Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
have done so. Now leaders of anti-apartheid organizations, 
such as the United Democratic Front, UDF, have come 
out into the open to call for a stayaway from work. From 
Johannesburg, Neil Lewis reports: 


[Lewis] At a packed press conference, leaders of promi- 
nent anti-apartheid organizations today called on their 
supporters to mount a national day of peaceful protest 
on Wednesday next week. The protest is scheduled to 
take place on 26 October, a day of nationwide elections 
for separate, but simultaneous municipal elections. 


Titus Mofolo, of the United Democratic Front, the UDF, 
said the call was issued in support of Archbishop Tutu and 
Dr Boesak, who earlier had urged the community to 
boycott the polls. Although their call would lead to security 
action against them, the representatives said that they had 
to show the world that they reject the evil of apartheid and 
what they described as the fraudulent elections. 


In response to a question on what form the protest 
should take, (Morane Farid Esak), of the Call of Islam 
Organization, was emphatic: 


[Begin (Esak) recording] We do not believe that the 
process of change in South Africa is the prerogative of a 
white minority, military junta. The prerogative for 
change in South Africa belongs to the people of South 
Africa, people whose hands are tainted with the blood 
that this country has seen, people that have not been 
responsible for the mess that our country is in. [end 
recording] 


Other participants at the conference were the South 
African Council of Sports, the Detainees Forum, and the 
Teachers Association of South Africa. 
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It is illegal to call for a boycott of the elections in South 
Africa and, taking note of this, senior UDF officials 
disappeared soon after the call was mae. Titus Mofolo 
was unreachable. It is understood he has gone into hiding 
and presumably would organize the protest surrepti- 
tiously. At the moment, Pretoria has not acted against 
prominent individuals calling for the boycott, but 
today’s announcement may be the final straw. 


Free State Municipal Election Prospects Assessed 
MB2110083988 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0746 GMT 21 Oct 88 


[Text] Bloemfontein, Oct 21, SAPA—The municipal 
elections in the [Orange] Free State may give an indica- 
tion as to how far the electorate in the province have 
swung to the right since last year’s general election. 


There has been a growing feeling that Conservative Party 
support is gaining strength, as formerly staunch nation- 
alists grapple with perceptions of the state president's 
reform programme and the latest news that GST [Gen- 
eral Sales Tax] may rise to 14 per cent to pay for the 15 
per cent salary rise for the public servants. 


The National Party is only fighting six towns in the Free 
State on party-political lines, while the Conservative 
Party is making a strong attack on eleven towns. Both 
parties are lending support to friendly organisations or 
independent candidates in other areas. 


One of these is Bloemfontein, where the action commit- 
tee has always been regarded as National Party orien- 
tated. Some opposition candidates are openly stating 
their CP allegiance, while others are fighting with CP 


support. 


One of the “independents” is Professor Andries Raath, 
of the department of law at the University of the Orange 
Free States, who is opposing the sitting mayor, Mr Neels 
Neuhoff. 


There are also two other wards where the CP are openly 
trying to lift sitting action committee councillors Mr 
Christo Groenewald and Mr Andre Burger. 


In Welkom all the candidates for the Welkom municipal 
voters’ association are signed-up members of the 
National Party and these are the only candidates that 
have NP support. Initially several candidates for the 
residents’ action group were understood to have CP 
support, but later publicity has indicated that this may 
not necessarily be so. 


The towns where the NP is fighting on a party basis are 
Parys, Sasolburg, Steynsrus, Warden, Reitz and Koppies. 
The CP is active in Hertzogville, Dealeasville, Luckhoff, 
Zastron, Bainsvlei, Theunissen, Bothaville Senekal, Clo- 
colan, Villiers and Odendaalsrus. 
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The lengthy pre-voting for the election is a factor bedev- 
illing accurate forecasts, although the tempo of voting in 
certain wards is an indication of a tough battle. 


Mr Inus Aucamp, head secretary of the NP in ‘he Free 
State, believes that the results on October 26 will be 
more favourable for his party than were those of the last 
general election. Mr Gustaf Claassens, Free State secre- 
tary of the CP, believes that it is not impossible that the 
CP will take over as many as half the province’s councils, 
or at least gain strong representation. 


A CP takeover in Bloemfontein and Welkom is not likely 
but there could be some new “rightwing” faces around 
the council table. 


President’s Council To Meet on Group Areas Bills 
MB2010130188 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1240 GMT 20 Oct 88 


[Text] Cape Town Oct 20 SAPA—Committees of the 
President's Council are to meet for two 14-day sessions 
in November and December for “normal business” 
including consideration of two group areas-related bills 
referred to it yesterday by the state president, Mr P.W. 
Botha. 


The Free Settlement Areas Bill and the Local Govern- 
ment Affairs in Free Settlement Areas Bill had been 
referred to the committee for constitutional affairs for 
investigation and report, the council's secretary, Mr J. 
Weilbach, said in a statement. 


The committees would meet from October 31 to Novem- 
ber 11 and from November 21 to December “for normal 
business." Mr Wellbach said the committees were in 
session and would adjourn tomorrow for a short recess. 
The two group areas bills, “as well as any further 
requested that might be received from the government, 
will be dealt with by the Council during these periods.” 


Giving details, a spokesman for the Council said this 
meant no plenary session of the President's Counci! was 
scheduled, but that this could not be ruled out. Official 
procedure is for committees of the Council to investigate 
matters referred to them and then to prepare reports for 
consideration by the full Council. 


The two group areas-related bills, passed only by the 
House of Assembly, were referred to the Council by Mr 
Botha, after yesterday's cabinet meeting. This morning 
the Council were in a meeting deciding on procedures to 
deal with the bills, first in committee and then in full 
plenary session. 


Two other bills, which the Houses of Representatives 
and Delegates also refused to vote on, the Group Areas 
Amendment Bill and the Prevention of Illegal Squatting 
Bill, have not been referred to the President's Council for 
decision. 
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PFP’s de Beer Remarks on Group Areas Bills 
MB2v 10154088 Umiata Capital Radio in English 
1500 GMT 20 Oct 88 


[Text] The leader of the Progressive Federal Party has 
welcomed the withdrawal of the Group Areas Bill and 
the Illegal Squatting Bill. Zach de Beer has said, how- 
ever, the Group Areas Act itself is still on the statute 
books and it criminalizes a great many South African 
citizens. President P.W. Botha did not put the two bills 
before the President’s Council today. Two other bills 
relating to Free Settlement Areas are being considered by 
the Council at its next session in November. Also, bills 
were blocked in Parliament and only approved by the 
National Party dominated by the House of Assembly. 


NP Parliamentarian Denies Resignation Report 
MB2010073988 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0600 GMT 20 Oct 88 


[Text] East London NP Member of Parliament Peet de 
Pontes has refused to resign his seat. Details from Louise 
Flanagan. 


[Flanagan] Earlier this week the Cape secretary of the 
NP, Sakkie Pretorius, announced that East London MP 
Peet de Pontes had (totally) resigned from the party as 
a result of evidence heard before the Harms commission. 


The commission had heard allegations of de Pontes’ 
involvement with the convicted Italian drug smuggler. 
However, now de Pontes claims he had not resigned but 
is still only voluntarily suspended from the party. De 
Pontes also hit out at the City White Ratepayers Asso- 
ciation calling them a small pressure group which wasn’t 
worthy of comment. The association has petitioned the 
state president for de Pontes’ removal from public office. 


Buthelezi, Transkei Leader Meet in Durban 
MB1910152588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1245 GMT 19 Oct 88 


[Text] Durban Oct 19 SAPA—Closer links between 
KwaZulu and Transkei were forged in Durban today 
when Dr Mangosuthu Buthelezi and Major General 
Bantubonke Holomisa met for talks. 


They said afterwards that the two governments hoped 
the spirit of good neighbourliness they wanted to create 
between them would be reinforced by people from the 
two areas who lived and worked alongside each other. Dr 
Buthelezi made it clear he was not sorry that the 
“‘Matanzima regime” was no longer in office in Transkei. 


Relations between KwaZulu and Transkei soured when 
paramount chief Kaizer Matanzima went back on a 1973 
oath not to take independence. Umtata later banned Dr 
Butheilezi’s cultural organisation, Inkatha. 
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In 1983 Chief Matanzima wanted to join other black 
leaders in a stand against the tricameral parliament. But 
after the first few joint steps the South African Govern- 
ment stepped in to remind Umtata that in terms of the 
independence agreement it could not interfere in inter- 
nal South African politics. 


Dr Buthelezi told General Holomisa today he knew he 
came to power to clean up what was developing into a 
totally unacceptable, corrupt state of affairs. Cleaning up 
Transkei was beneficial to the whole of black South 
Africa. At the same time though, Dr Buthelezi expressed 
reservations about coups, which had become such a 
common feature of Africa. 


General Holomisa said Transkei would look to Dr 
Buthelezi “for advice and wise inputs” in solving prob- 
lems, given his political experience. General Holomisa 
requested the meeting when he learned they would both 
be in Durban for the Congress of the Associated Cham- 
bers of Commerce. 


They discussed matters of common interest stemming 
from the fact that people from KwaZulu and Transkei 
lives in each other’s areas. Dr Buthelezi said they both 
rejected clashes between Zulu and Pondo people. These 
were not really ethnic clashes though, he said, but a 
scramble for scarce resources. A result of today’s meeting 
could be that government departments doing similar 
work could meet. 


General Holomisa said the South African Government 
should be told that the standard of living of people on the 
coastal areas needed to be upgraded in terms of roads, 
water systems and health centres. He said Pretoria had to 
produce its reform programme as people who supported 
peace programmes were growing impatient. 


Both leaders rejected prescription politics from the left 
and the right, and accepted that all people of the region 
shared the same destiny. They expect to meet again later 
in the year. 


Bophuthatswana Bans People’s Progressive Party 
MB2010050488 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2159 GMT 19 Oct 88 


[Text] Mmabatho Oct 19 SAPA—The minister of law 
and order and president of Bophuthatswana, Chief 
Lucas Mangope, has banned the People’s Progressive 
Party (PPP) in Bophuthatswana with effect from today. 


This was announced by Minister of Education Mr Gert 
Nkau on behalf of President Mangope in the National 
Assembly today. 


Mr Nkau said the party was declared unlawful under the 
Internal Security Act 1979, saying the PPP is engaged in 
activities which endanger or are calculated to endanger 
national security or public safety. The PPP registered as 
political party in June last year. 
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The banning of PPP follows the findings of a committee 
of 27 members under the chairmanship of minister of 
justice and transport, Mr Godfrey Mothibe, to investi- 
gate if PPP was violating the Electoral Act 13 of 1979 
through involvement in an unsuccessful coup on Febru- 
ary 10 this year. 


After the announcement of banning six members of the 
PPP who were representing the Bafokeng constituency 
left the session this afternoon. 


Nine executive members of the PPP who are charged 
with taking part in failed coup, will appear for trial at 
Mmabatho Supreme Court on the November 21. 


The cases against 195 members of the Bophuthatswana 
Defence Force, linked to the coup, have been postponed 
to February 6 next year. 


Frank Rhavele Elected Venda State President 
MB2010123088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1155 GMT 20 Oct 88 


[Text] Thohoyando, Venda Oct 20 SAPA—Headman 
Frank Nduuna Ravhele was elected unopposed as the 
new state president of Venda today. 


Mr Rhavele, 62, has been acting president since the 
death earlier this year of life President Patrick Ramano 
Mphephu. 


Cabinet Reshuffle in Kangwane; 4 Ministers Named 
MB2010125688 Johannesburg THE STAR 
in English 20 Oct 88 p 4 


[““Metro” section] 


[Text] The Chief Minister of Kangwane, Mr Enos 
Mabuza, has brought four new men into his Cabinet 
after his Inyandza National Movement party’s good 
performance at the polls in the elections last month. 


Two former Cabinet members have been dropped, a new 
portfolio created, and three positions of Deputy Minister 
introduced. 


The former rector of the Elijah Mango College for 
Higher Education, Professor S.S. Ripinga, has been 
appointed the new Minister of Education and Culture. 
He takes over from Mr E.C. Mango, who has been 
dropped. Dr P.M. Maduna, who was the superintendent 
of Themba hospital in Kabokweni in the Nsikazi region, 
has been appointed Minister of Health and Welfare. The 
former Minister, Mr M.C. Ziotha, is now Minister to the 
Cabinet—a new portfolio. 


The former mayor of Kanyamazane township outside 
Nelspruit and former Assistant Director for Education, 
Mr E.N. Ginindza, is the new Minister of Interior. He 
has taken over from Mr P.I. Masilela. 
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Cabinet Ministers who retained their portfolios are 
Chief Minister Mabuza (Authority Affairs, Economic 
Affairs and Finance), Chief N.E. Neomane (Agriculture 
and Forestry), and Mr D.S. Mkhwanazi (Public Works). 


The former Minister of Finance, Chief T.S. Dlamini, is 
now the Deputy Minister for Culture, and is responsible 
for the Minister of Education and Culture, Professor 


Ripinga. 


Chief M.M. Khumalo, who was the Minister of Police, 
has been appointed Deputy Minister of Justice and 
Police and will report to the Minister to ihe Cabinet, Mr 
Zitha. 


Another newcomer to the Cabinet, Mr M.S. Gininda, has 
been appointed Deputy Minister of Finance. 


He was formerly the Inyandza National Movement’s 
administrative secretary. 


21 Oct Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB2110133288 [Editorial Report} 


THE CITIZEN 


Condemnation of Rugby Talks With ANC—Johannes- 
burg THE CITIZEN in English on 21 October in tts page 
6 editorial labels the talks between rugby officials and the 
ANC as “futile” and “dangerous,” since “they gave the 
ANC the image of being arbiter of South Africa’s sport- 
ing future—in other words, if you want to get back into 
international competition, talk to the ANC. In this sorry 
situation, the fact that the ANC is a terrorist organisa- 
tion, planting bombs all over the place, is lost. It must be 
laughing happily when sports administrators, particu- 
larly Afrikaners, come begging it for favours.” 


THE STAR 


State To Nullify Efforts of Rugby Official—A page 14 
editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 21 
October says last week National Education Minister 
F.W. de Klerk accused the head of the South African 
Rugby Board, Dr Danie Craven, of “dragging rugby 
through politics; this week he cynically dragged politics 
through rugby. He says the State will have to re-evaluate 
its relationship with and support of the SA Rugby 
Board—‘financial and otherwise’... THE STAR believes 
the rugby officials who met with the ANC “had at least 
shifted the logjam when up to now there had been only 
intensified sports sanctions. It will be a disgrace if their 
bold efforts are nullified in the cause of short-term 
political expediency.” 


P.W. Botha’s Withholding of Bill “Tactical Maneuver- 
ing’—‘“The State President offers no explanation for 
sending two of the three disputed group areas Bills for 
passage through the President's Council while holding 
back on the other,” observes a second editorial Ga the 
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same page. As long as he does not explain, he will be 
suspected of tactical manoeuvring, with an eye both to 
the coming local elections and to his dealings with the 
coloured and Indian Houses of Parliament. "There is 
no room any longer for President Botha to play the 
opportunist on group areas legislation. As things stand, 
all he has done is put a further question mark against his 
credibility. 


BUSINESS DAY 


Editorial Examines Withholding of Group Areas Bill— 
According to Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
on 21 October in a page 10 editorial, President Botha’s 
decision “not to force contentious group areas legislation 
into law immediately took courage for a Nationalist 
leader on the eve of municipal elections, and it is as well 
to acknowledge that.” “Internationally, President 
Botha’s recent visits to Africa and Europe may have 
persuaded him to stick to existing measures on group 
areas and squatter control rather than raise the pressure 
on SA's diplomatic and trade links. There is no sense in 
tarnishing his new image of statesmanship so soon.” 
Government is “keeping its options open. Right-wing 
gains next week, and by-elections or even a general 
election next year, could mean the legislation being 
revived rapidly.” 


SOWETAN 


No ‘Celebratien’ Over Withholding Group Areas Bill— 
The page 10 editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in 
English on 21 October says the government decision to 
hold back on sending the Group Areas Amendment Act 
to the President’s Council “is not cause for celebration. 
It is rather a confirmation that such reckless proposals 
have no place in the politics of today.” “It is claimed that 
the Government's change of heart is consonant with its 
reform process. We are not exactly excited about the 
so-called reform process as it is exactly because of this 
equivocation that the Government is being attacked 
from the left and the right. The sooner the Government 
becomes courageous and scraps laws which are expen- 
sive as well as un-Christian, the better for us all.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Afrikaners Believe ANC ‘More Amenable’—Cape Town 
CAPE TIMES in English on 19 October says in its page 
6 editorial the very fact that the talks between the ANC 
and the South African rugby officials took place “signals 
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that a significant part of the Afrikaner establishment 
believes the reprehensible ANC might be more amenable 
to and more successful in advancing the interests of 
South African sport than the government itself.” 
“Neither the ANC nor the government have so far 
signalled serious intention to deal realistically with one 
another across the table. And until that happens those 
who establish contact across the lines hoping to negotiate 
piecemeal progress in some area or another must be 
prepared to be regarded as pawns, or points scored in a 
larger game between two major opponents. That is a 
thankless role, but not a futile one by any means if reason 
is to triumph in the end—ihough it be step by step.” 


TRANSVALER 


Criticism of Rugby Talks With ANC—Accordirg to Gert 
Kotze in his “My View” column on page 8 of sohannes- 
burg TRANSVALER in Afrikaans on 19 October, “the 
problem with South African sport is precisely that after 
so many years of boycotts and isolation it should still be 
torn asunder by internal strife. Our sport should form a 
central body so that it is able to organize effective 
Opposition against external pressure. Everyone is going 
his own way at the moment.” If the rugby officials would 
only strive to establish such unity, instead of “trying to 
establish futile relationships with an organization that 1s 
involved in a terrorist war against the country’s people, 
they would be doing the sport a big favor.” 


BEELD 


U.S. Consulate Sets ‘Dangerous’ Precedent—Johannes- 
burg BEELD in Afrikaans on 20 October observes in a 
page 22 editorial that the three activists who sought 
refuge in the U.S. Consulate “had hoped that their action 
would cause an international incident. But it did not 
happen.” BEELD also says that by “sheltering the three, 
the U.S. struck a serious blow to internationally accepted 
diplomatic practise. By doing so they also set a danger- 
ous precedent that can cause other people who may have 
ludicrous grievances to follow the example of the Kine- 
Three. One did not expect such behavior from the U.S.” 


Editorial on Division in Church—A second editorial on 
the same page says the “serious division in the church in 
South Africa is once again in the spotlight. While serious 
attempts are being made by the churches to move closer 
together, there are also those who prefer the status quo to 
the implications of unity.” “The absence of a ‘ready- 
made model’ and the fact that church unity ‘is not on the 
horizon,’ is offered as comfort against the spectre of 
church unity that does not exist but that scares people.” 
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Angola 


JMCC Criticizes RSA ‘Resistance’ to Accords 
MB2010200288 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 20 Oct 88 


[Text] South Africa has been accused of using the 
Caprivi Strip on the Angolan-Namibian border to pro- 
vide logistical support for the UNITA group. The accu- 
sation was made by Lieutenant Colonel Osvaldo van 
Dunem, head of the Angolan side to the Joint Military 
Control Commission [JMCC] in an interview with 
ANGOP. 


Osvaldo van Dunem said there is still some resistance by 
Pretoria to fulfill the Geneva accords, which provide for 
the establishment of control posts along the Angolan- 
Namibian border. The high-ranking FAPLA officer said, 
however, that he was hopeful that South Africa would 
soon give up its resistance in order to permit the JMCC 
to ensure stability along the border. 


He expressed his concern over the fact that black troops 
of Namibia’s occupation territorial forces form part of 
the South African forces deployed on the border posts. 


Cuban Statement Clarifies Position at Talks 
MB2010195588 Dakar PANA in English 1855 GMT 
20 Oct 88 


[Text] Lusaka, 20 Oct (ZANA/PANA}—The Cuban 
Embassy on Wednesday released a statement in Lusaka 
to clarify Cuba’s stand during the informal four-party 
talks which took place in New York recently. 


The second secretary at the Cuban Embassy in Lusaka, Mr 
Alselm Perez, said this became necessary because the 
Western media had not projected the real Cuban position. 


According to the statement, Cuba had asserted that no 
agreement was reached in the talks on Namibia. As Mr 
Carlos Aldana, member of the Secretariat of the Com- 
munist Party of Cuba and head of the Cuban delegation 
at the talks, told the press after the New York meeting, 
the topics discussed in the informal session had under- 
lined the differences and the impossibility of bridging 
the still very broad gap between the parties’ positions. 


The core of the discussion is not really the span of time, 
shorter or longer, it is not a matter of months, what is 
being discussed is how the withdrawal should take place 
and under which conditions, Aldana said. 


Aldana had expressed astonishment about reports in 
THE NEW YORK TIMES that an agreement on a 
timetable for the »ithdrawal of the Cuban forces had 
been reached | the withdrawal must be made in 
order and wit! They are not troops withdrawing 
in defeat...anc suld observe the security require- 
ments of Angola 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 15 


Dos Santos Arrives in Beijing for 4-Day Visit 
MB2010201588 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 20 Oct 88 


[Excerpt] Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos, chairman 
of the MPLA-Labor Party and president of the People’s 
Republic of Angola, today began his first official visit to 
the PRC. He arrived in Beijing at 1600 local time. 


During his 4-day visit, the Angolan president will hold 
talks with PRC leaders on issues related to world affairs, 
Africa, and cooperation between the two countries. 


All protocol ceremonies were held at the Great Hall of 
the People, where President Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
was honored with a dinner given by PRC President Yang 
Shangkun. Official talks will begin tomorrow, at 0230 
Luanda time. The Angolan delegation will visit places of 
economic, trade, and historic interest in Being and 
{name indistinct] in southern China. 


Yesterday, the head of state spent the night in Bombay, 
India, after a visit to Tanzania. [passage omittec] 


Communique Issued on Dos Santos Visit to Tanzania 
MB2110091988 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 20 Oct 88 


[Text] President Jose Eduardo dos Santos paid an offi- 
cial and friendly visit to the United Republic of Tanza- 
nia from 17-19 October. At the end of the visit, a joint 
communique was issued containing the following main 


points: 


During the visit, the two heads of state held official talks 
on bilateral, regional, and international issues. On bilat- 
eral issues, the two heads of state noted with satisfaction 
the strengthening of fraternal relations binding the two 
countries. They reviewed the work carried out so far by 
the joint commission which held its latest session in Dar 
es Salaam session from 2-5 Cctober 1988. 


The two presidents expressed the desire to develop 
cooperation in the fields of agriculture, foreign trade, 
fisheries, energy, and cadre training and stressed the 
need to [words indistinct] mutually advantageous bilat- 
eral cooperation. Accordingly, they called on the respec- 
tive organs to redouble efforts and continue joint work 
for the mutual benefit of their peoples. 


The two presidents examined the prevailing situation in 
southwestern Africa and noted that the ongoing U.S.- 
mediated talks between Angola, Cuba, and South Africa 
were the only hope for the realization of a state of peace 
and understanding. 


The two presidents also hailed the Cuban international- 
ist forces for their role in safeguarding the territorial 
sovereignty, and independence of the People’s Republic 
of Angola from South African acts of aggression. The two 
presidents expressed satisfaction with [words indistinct] 
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the implementation of the UN Securnty Council Resolu- 
tion 435/78 for the independence of Namibia as an 
integral part of an eventual agreement to be reached. 


The president of the United Republic of Tanzania was 
briefed by the president of the People’s Republic of 
Angola on the development of the process of the quadn- 
partite talks. He supported the peace initiatives being 
undertaken as well as the constructive courage and 
flexibility demonstrated by the Angolan Government, 
particularly by his excellency President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos, toward implementing UN Security Council 
Resolution 435 and restoring security and stability in the 
region, particularly in the People’s Republic of Angola. 


The two heads of state expressed their concern at the 
initiatives undertaken by South Africa and some African 
States to confuse and undermine the progress of the ongo- 
ing quadripartite talks. They appealed to these states to 
desist from this attitude, pointing out that these negotia- 
tions should not be attached to or replaced by similar 
initiatives. Likewise, the two presents called on African 
regimes to grant their total support for the Angolan peo- 
ple’s efforts to continue the negotiating process. 


The two leaders condemned the apartheid policy and 
reaffirmed that it is the sole cause of the problems facing 
southern Africa. They appealed to South Africa to 
renounce the system of apartheid, lift the state of emer- 
gency, release Nelson Mandela and other political pris- 
oners, ban racial discrimination laws, allow the activity 
of political parties, and begin talks with the ANC and 
other South African patriotic forces to end the apartheid 
system and establish a just, nonracial, and [words indis- 
tinct} society. 


On Namibia, the two heads of state reiterated their 
unconditional support for SWAPO, an organization that 
has been recognized by the international community as 
the sole and legitimate representative of the Namibian 


people. 


The president of the United Republic of Tanzania con- 
demned UNITA bandit terrorist actions aimed at desta- 
bilizing the legitimate government of the People’s 
Republic of Angola. His Excellency Comrade President 
Mwinyi expressed his support for the Angolan Govern- 
ment for its policy of clemency and consolidation of 
national unity to bring about the peaceful reconstruction 
of Angola. 


The two leaders called on the South Afncan Government 
to continue in good faith and strictly observe the agree- 
ments reached and signed so far within the framework of 
the quadripartite negotiations and to facilitate the start 
of the implementation of the UN Security Council 
Resolution 435 by | November 1988. 
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On regional cooperation, the two presidents noted that 
the SADCC has achieved coordinated development, and 
that the member states have established economic rela- 
tions among themselves. Accordingly, they expressed 
their satisfaction with the achievements made in various 
fields of its program of action. To realize the SADCC's 
noble objective of reducing the dependence of the 
respective member countries on South Africa, the two 
leaders called on the international community to con- 
tinue to support the SADCC’s development efforts to 
complement the mobilization of local initiatives and 
resources. Accordingly, the two heads of state called on 
the donor and financing countries and organizations to 
contribute to the financing of project contained in the 
10-year (?transport system) program and the Lobito 
(port) and corridor to be presented at the technical 
conference on the Lobito Corridor and at the SADCC’s 
annual consultative conference due in Luanda, Angola, 
in January and February 1989, respectively. 


The communique also points that at the end of the visit, 
President Jose Eduardo dos Santos invited his counter- 
part, Ali Hassan Mwinyi, to make an official and 
friendly visit to the People’s Republic of Angola. The 
invitation was accepted with satisfaction and a date will 
be determined through diplomatic channels. 


Agriculture Minister on 3-Day Visii to Portugal 
MB2110071588 Luanda ANGOP in Por:uguese 
1930 GMT 20 Oct 88 


[Text] Lisbon, 20 Oct (from ANGOP correspondent)}— 
Angolan Minister of Agriculture Faustihno Muteka 
began a 3-day visit to Portugal on Wednesday at the 
invitation of his Portuguese counterpart Alvaro Barreto. 
The visit is aimed at strengthening relations as well as 
studying possible areas of cooperation between the two 
countries in the field of agriculture. 


The two sides (?are expected to sign) cooperation proto- 
cols in different fields providing for a systematic 
exchange of information, scientific and technical publi- 
cations, as well as the research, study and drafting of 
projects. 


The Angolan minister's visit is viewed as a further 
concrete action in relations between Angola and Portu- 
gal in the political and agriculture fields. 


Mozambique 


Cooperation Commission Established With RSA 
LD2110010888 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0000 GMT 21 Oct 88 


[Text] Mozambique and South Africa are to set up a 
joint commission for cooperation and development. The 
decision was made during bilateral negotiations which 
ended yesterday in Maputo. The South African deputy 
foreign minister, Jacobus Meiring, who conducted these 
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negotiations, will be leading the South African delega- 
tion at the joint commission which will essentiaily be 
dealing with matters connected with the functioning of 
the Cahora Bassa hydroelectric dam, the rehabilitation 
of ports and railways, support for agriculture projects, 
and training of Mozambican technicians. 


During his stay in Mozambique, the South Af-.can 
deputy foreign minister signed a cooperation agreement 
for the rehabilitation of Maputo port, the railway, and 
the road linking the Mozambican capital to South Africa. 
This afternoon before leaving Maputo, Jacobus Meiring 
spoke to RDP-1’s [Lisbon Domestic Service] correspon- 
dent Marcelino Alves. 


{Begin Alves recording] The South African deputy for- 
eign minister told RDP-! that he was convinced that 
Cahora Bassa would resume production next year and 
thought that the present agreements were proof of South 
Africa’s seriousness towards Mozambique. He said that 
all this was possible due to the meeting in Songo between 
Presidents Chissano and Botha on | 1 September. 


As for the possibility of diplomatic relations being estab- 
lished between Mozambique and South Africa, Jacobus 
Meiring said that the development of cooperation would 
lead to this sooner or later and that everything depends 
on the Mozambicans. He said, however, that South 
Africa would not be pushing for the establishment of 
relations. 


With regard to the Brazzaville quadripartite talks, he 
told RDP-1 that they would be resuming soon and that 
South Africa was doing everything possible to ensure 
that the process toward the establishment of Namibian 
independence begins on | November. 


Jacobus Meiring is to return to Maputo on Tuesday [25 
October} together with South African Foreign Minister 
“Pik” Botha to officially open the new South Afncan 
office here in Maputo. [end recording] 


RSA Te Fund Maputo Port Repairs 
MB! 10093588 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0800 GMT 21 Oct 88 


[Text] According to today’s NOTICIAS, Mozambique 
and South Africa signed an agreement in Maputo yester- 
day for South Africa’s financing of the rehabilitation of 
the Maputo Port. According to the source, part of the 
money was loaned by South Africa at the signing of an 
agreement to rehabilitate the Matola coal mine and quay 
about | and '2 years ago. 


The agreement was signed by Mozambican Deputy Min- 
ister of Transport and Communications Isaias Muhate 
and South African Deputy Foreign Minister Jacobus 
Meiring. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Soviet Cultural Delegation Arrives in Maputo 
MB2010073788 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 20 Oct 88 


[Text] A Soviet delegation arrived in Maputo yesterday 
to take part in the Mozambique-USSR friendship week. 
The delegation which includes a light music band will 
stage performances depicting Soviet’s social, cultural, 
and economic life. The delegation is expected to go to 
Sofala Province where it will visit a center for the 
war-displaced people in Dondo district as well as other 
places of social and political interest. 


Workers’ Organization Receives USSR Donation 
MB2010204088 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 20 Oct 88 


[Text] (Anatoliy Gryzanov), lecturer at the Higher 
School of the Trade Union Movement of the All-Union 
Central Council of Trade Unions, donated $5,000 to the 
Mozambique Workers Organization in Maputo today. 
The Soviet lecturer, who is in Mozambique to adc ress a 
number of meetings on labor organization and salaries at 
OTM’s Centra! School, presented the money to Jose 
Correia Ganancio, OTM’s assistant secretary general. 
During his meeting with Ganancio, the Soviet lecturer 
discussed trade union issues in both countries as well as 
the situation in southern Africa. 


Mocumbi Discusses Cooperaiion With Belgium 
MB2010072988 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 20 Oct 88 


[Text] Foreign Minister Pascoal Mocumbi who 1s cur- 
rently visiting Belgium, has called for the continued 
international community’s solidarity with our country in 
the fight against apartheid. 


Mocumbi has already held talks with Belgium authorities 
with whom he discussed possibilities of promoting a more 
dynamic and broader cooperation between Mozambique 
and Belgium. The minister also met the deputy president 
of the EEC commission and discussed development pros- 
pects in Mozambique and southern Africa. 


FRG Signs Economic Assistance Agreement 
MB2010202688 Maputo in English to Southern Africa 
1800 GMT 20 Oct 88 


[Text] The Government of Federal Germany is to donate 
a further 34 million marks, about $19 million, to 
Mozambique. Of this amount, 22 million marks is 
destined for transport projects; 10 million marks go to 
support the balance of payments; and the remaining 2 
million marks is for the education sector. 


Signing the agreement were Mozambique’s deputy trans- 
port minister, Luis Lousa, and the director of the South- 
ern Africa Division in Federal Germany's Ministry of 
Economic Cooperation. 
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An official in the Mozambican Cooperation Ministry 
said that the Government of Federal Germany plans to 
provide Mozambique with finance of 68 million marks 
next year. The money will be used in balance of pay- 
ments support, and in the transport, energy, agriculture, 
and manpower training sectors. 


Britain Exchanges Letter of Aid Intent 
MB1910120288 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1030 GMT 19 Oct 88 


[Text] In Maputo yesterday, Mozambique and Great 
Britain exchanged letters in which the United Kingdom 
stated its intention to increase aid, with a view to helping 
Mozambique’s balance of payments, as well as providing 
technical assistance to Mozambique. 


For the balance of payments, Great Britain granted 5 
million pounds, or ahout 5 million contos [1 conto equals 
1,000 meticals! as the first installment of a 15-million 
pound grant announced by Sir Geoffrey Howe, British 
secretary of state jor foreign and Commonwealth affairs, 
when he visited Mozambique last month. 


Also yesterday, Mozambique and Great Britain signed 
accords on the supply of mechanical engineering services 
to the national directorate for roads and bridges, and for 
British support of the teaching of English and for pre- 
university schools. These accords are worth 737,000 
pounds. 


The three accords were signed by James Allen, British 
ambassador to Mozambique, and Mozambican Cooper- 
ation Minister Jacinto Veloso. 


Speaking shortly after the signing of those accords, Minis- 
ter Veloso told his British counterpart that Mozambique 
will know how to respond to the United Kingdom's 
understanding. 


[Begin Veloso recording] Great Britain has shown under- 
standing for Mozambique’s current difficult situation. 
This means that we will be using this aid to continue our 
economic rehabilitation program. We will use this aid in 
the best possible manner. 


Mr Ambassador: Kindly accept out thanks. We are very 
happy about this action that will help consolidate our 
bilateral relations. It shows greater friendship and soli- 
darity on the part of the United Kingdom, as well as 
between our peoples and countries. [sentence as heard] 
[end recording] 


In turn, James Allen described Mozambique-Great Brit- 
ain friendship and cooperation as encouraging and said 
they are now expanding in a number of areas. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Finland Cancels Debt, Finances Development 
MB1810113888 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1030 GMT 18 Oct 88 


[Text] Over the next 4 years, Finland will grant approxi- 
mately $50 million, or about 31 billion meticals, to finance 
projects in the agricultural, meteorological, energy, trans- 
portation, roads, education and health sectors. 


According to NOTICIAS newspaper, this grant was 
announced during talks between delegations from the 
two countries in Maputo yesterday. The talks were held 
with the aim of planning cooperation over the next few 
years within the framework of the 1987 Mozambican - 
Finnish general accord. 


NOTICIAS also reported that, during the talks, it was 
also disclosed that Finland will co-finance, with about $9 
million, the World Bank’s third loan to our country 
within the framework of the economic rehabilitation 
program. Moreover, it has been announced that Finland 
has decided to cancel Mozambique’s debt, worth 13 
million marks, or more than 18 billion meticals. 


Council of Ministers Meets in Maputo 20 Oct 
MB2010194488 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 20 Oct 88 


[Text] The Council of Ministers held its 20th session in 
Maputo today. It assessed the UN Convention on the 
Rights of Children to be adopted in 1989. The session 
also assessed a resolution ratifying the International 
Convention on Telecommunications as well as the 
decree on blood donations. 


FPLM, MNR Clash in Manica; 2 Rebels Killed 
MB1910115788 Maputo in English to Southern Africa 
1100 GMT 19 Oct 88 


[Text] The Mozambican armed forces killed two terror- 
ists of South Africa’s MNR gang on Sunday in the 
Inchope district of the central Province of Manica. 


The bandits were part of a group that launched an 
abortive attack on the small town of Inchope, which lies 
on the Beira Corridor, linking Zimbabwe to the Port of 
Beira. 


It is also reported that, last week, three more bandits 
surrendered to the authorities at the town of Cuamba, in 
the northern Province of Niassa. The three are benefiting 
from the amnesty for those who surrender to the author- 
ities. They have been provided with food and clothing 
and are now integrated into active productivity. 
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37 Rebels Killed in Malova 
MB2010184188 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 30 Oct 88 


[Text] A source with the Chief of Staff told AIM today 
that 6 people were murdered and 19 others wounded on 
Friday [14 October] when armed bandits ambushed a 
bus belonging to the ROMOS [Mozambique Road 
Transportation-South] state enterprise, in the Malova 
region of Massinga District, Inhambane Province. 
Malova is situated 30 km south of Massinga on national 
highway No 1, linking Maputo to northern Mozambi- 
que. The source said that the bus was set on fire after the 
ambush, but did not say when the murder occurred. 


On the same day, Mozambican forces killed 37 bandits 
as they attempted to storm the Malova Military Training 
Center. A bandit leader and his weapon as well as | 
62-mm mortar, 18 AKM weapons, and 2 boxes of 
ammunition were captured. The source added that the 
fleeing enemy abandoned a number of weapons, and that 
these were being carried by local residents. 


Namibia 


Shipanga Says RSA Flexible; Favors Nov Deadline 
MB2010175488 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 20 Oct 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] A six-man delegation from Namibia's transitional 
government held talks in Pretoria yesterday with Presi- 
dent Botha about the planned forthcoming election 
process in Namibia. It’s supposed to begin under United 
Nations supervision on | November, in 12 days’ time— 
if a final agreement is reached at the three-corner talks 
on the Angolan cease-fire and Namibia. There is growing 
pessimism about that as time speeds by. Among the 
delegates in Pretoria were Jan de Wet, leader of the white 
National Party; and the chairman of the Transitional 
Council, Andreas Shipanga. On the line, Caroline Demp- 
ster asked Mr Shipanga if President Botha was still 
confident about the | November deadline: 


[Begin recording] [Shipanga] He told us that as far as his 
government is concerned, | November is a preferable 


date ey will stand by | November unless the other 
neg: sartners—and I think he emphasized that— 
they 'o have a problem with | November. That 


means the United States, Cuba, and Angola. But he has 
told us that he won't have any problems if they—not 
Pretoria any longer—set another date, they won't have a 
problem. 
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[Dempster] And how do you feel about | November as a 
deadline for independence? 


[Shipanga] I think the majonty, the overwhelming 
majority in the cabinet feels sincerely that... [pauses] you 
know, that the sooner the settlement comes the better. 


[Dempster] But is it going to be feasible to get everything 
organized before that date? After all, you have less than 
a month and a bit to go. 


[Shipanga] Well, that is not really for us—you know, we 
in Windhoek—to know, to decide upon. Also, the South 
Afncans have felt that if the other partners in the 
negotiations, they have got a problem, they will accept 
any other date those partners may set and we will be 
glad, you know, to hear as soon as possible what they— 
that is, the Americans and the Cubans, and the Ango- 
lans—have to say about the date. 


[Dempster] So, does it totally rely on the South Africans, 
the Cubans and the Angolans, or are there any obstacles 
from your side? 


[Shipanga] We have absolutely no obstacles. Absolutely 
not. 


[Dempster] What about the differing views from the 
different parties? I see that Mr Jan de Wet said that | 
November is not going to be a feasible date for the 
deadline. 


[Shipanga] Oh yes, well, of course, Mr de Wet, you know, 
represents the position of his party, the NP of South 
West Africa. But that is a minority voice. [end recording] 


SWAPO Claims RSA Wants 1 Jan for UN 435 
MB2110101588 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1000 GMT 21 Oct 88 


[Text] SWAPO claims South Africa is now proposing 
next New Year's Day for the start of a UN program for 
Namibian independence. 


The SWAPO news agency, quoting sournces in Wind- 
hoek close to the Namibian transitional government, 
said state President P.W. Botha has said that the | 
November target date to begin the UN plan may not now 
be achieved. The agency says Botha made the statement 
on Wednesday [19 October] when he briefed members of 
the transitional government in Pretoria. 


It says Botha told them that South Africa is totally 
committed to the Namibian independence and cannot 
afford to withdraw from the talks with Angola and Cuba, 
who along within the United States, have agreed on the 
1 November date. 
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Burkina Faso 


Compaore Speaks at 15 October Anniversary Rally 
AB1610063588 Ouagadougou Domestic Service 
in French 1730 GMT 15 Oct 88 


[Speech by President Blaise Compaore at rally held in 
Ouagadougou on |5 October to commemorate | st anni- 
versary of the “rectification process” and his coming to 
power—live] 


[Excerpts] [Words indistinct] We would like to extend the 
greetings and the gratitude of our people and the revolu- 
tionary Government of Burkina Faso to the friends of 
Burkina who are here this afternoon at this rally to show 
their personal friendship and the friendship of their coun- 
tries for our country and our people. I know, because | 
heard them, that they are with us, that they have no 
complexes about supporting the historical movement of 
the rectification process even if they often come from 
countries with differing socio-political regimes. | salute 
them on your behalf and on my own behalf. I would also 
like, comrade militants of Kadiogo Province, to address 
myself to all the militants of Burkina Faso who, through- 
out our country and our fatherland, demonstrate their 
happiness and enthusiasm for | year of rectification, a 
process that brought about freedom, dignity, and progress 
to our people. [passage omitted] 


Comrade militants of Burkina, I would like here to empha- 
size two major and essential points always present in our 

hes, our declarations, and our communiques since | 5 
October 1987. The first point concerns organization and 
the second point concerns action. Comrade militants, we 
should organize ourselves in order to make progress, to 
solve our problems, and to better face our enemies. [pas- 
sage omitted] We should, without fear, add our contribu- 
tion to the collective efforts of the masses. That is why, in 
the coming months—and the Coordinating Committee of 
the Popular Front has just announced this—we will strive 
to achieve this organization. We will strive to give the 
popular structures dynamic guidelines that will enable 
them to supervise the actions undertaken by the various 
professional sectors and social classes in their own spheres. 
These are issues that will be discussed during our January 
debates when we will together review the Ist year of the 
rectification process. [passage omitted] 


The second point is hard work. Only hard work will 
enable us to stay alive, to be happy. We, militants of 
Kadiogo Province, taking into account the important 
centralization of the various national services, have a 
responsibility, through our dynamism and willingness, to 
work on the documents relating to our national projects, 
and our action will be emulated by other militants in the 
country. [passage omitted] That is why I am hereby 
asking you to take action and to work hard, because it is 
through hard work and action that we will be better 
educated, and we will thus be able to see those who love 
the revolution and our people, those who work for our 
people and its revolution. [passage omitted] 
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The rectification process should bring progress, dignity, 
and happiness to our people. I think that we will have other 
occasions to discuss these issues. You have been here, 
mobilized, since 0900, and I would like to conclude by 
saluting this mobilization, by renewing our confidence, by 
telling our people that we have faith in our radiant future, 
in the future of the peasant farmers and workers from our 
cities and our rural areas. [passage omitted] 


Popular Front Anniversary Message to Nation 
AB1510211988 Ouagadougou Domestic Service 
in French 1710 GMT 15 Oct 88 


[Message of the Coordinating Bureau of the Popular 
Front read by Captain Arsene Bongnessan Ye, coordina- 
tor of the popular organizations, at a rally in Ouagadou- 
gou on the occasion of the Ist anniversary of the current 
government's rise to power—live] 


[Text] Comrade militants of the People’s Democratic 
Revolution [RDP], a year ago, the great contradictions 
within our movemeni caused by the deviation of the 
revolution from its basic objectives led to the rectifica- 
tion process. It was the result of the contradiction in the 
class struggle in our country, and the general movement 
of resistance unleashed by our people. The rectification 
process was introduced to give hope and faith to our 
people. Its major objective was the unity of the people 
within the Popular Front. 


To achieve this, within a year, we have corrected our 
methods of leadership, undertaken the reorganization of 
the popular organizations on new bases, and drawn up 
the statutes and programs of the Popular Front. It was 
our aim to ensure that all the social forces of progress 
unite in their action according to the anti-imperialist 
objectives outlined in the Political Orientation Speech 
and pursued in the Action Program. 


In the social sphere, it was our aim .o install a relaxed 
social climate in conformity with our revolutionary ideals 
of peace and justice and contrary to the exploitation of the 
people. This decision simply constitutes a sign of our 
refusal to forge ahead regardless of realities, and of our 
desire to cooperate constantly with the masses in order to 
institute revolutionary change. The publication of the 
Action Program, [words indistinct] daily struggle for a 
better future, the restoration of a democratic debate among 
our people, the reorganization of people’s power, even if 
they have not attained the desired intensity are signs of our 
scientific methods under the guidance of the RDP. 


We have often advocated strengthening the revolution 
together with democracy. We intend, in the coming 
years, to implement this watchword in order to fully 
achieve the unity of the peopie within the Popular Front. 
This implies for the revolutionaries the need to emerge 
from their sectors by joining the masses in order to 
mobilize them through the discussions of ideas and not 
through the propagation of outdated bureaucratic and 
autocratic methods. 


FBIS-AFR-88-204 
21 October 1988 


Comrade militants of the RDP, the economic revival, 
the remarkable improvement in the standard of living 
achieved within a year, should not overshadow the great 
sacrifices and the struggle for the total emancipation of 
our people. We must therefore mobilize ourselves at 
once to firmly fight against laxity, laziness, and counter- 
revolutionary sabotage, on the basis of just principles. 


Comrade militants, after the 15 October Revolution, when 
certain bourgeois media discredited us, many people won- 
dered what the nature and contents of our political, social, 
and economic action were. Today, we can fearlessly assert 
that the popular masses of our towns and villages appre- 
ciate and accept the actions initiated by the Popular Front 
because they correspond to their legitimate aspirations. 
We are greatly comforted by this and it is this popular 
reality which is the basis of our current belief in revolu- 
tionary action. We have succeeded, by drawing support 
from the masses, in avoiding all kinds of provocations, 
thus forcing the skeptics to accept the nghtness of our 
movement and to support our program. 


The Popular Front counts on the faithful and not the 
fearful to support the popular masses to implement the 
5-year development plan. This is why we call on the 
popular masses of Burkina Faso not to allow themselves 
to be diverted by certain obscure maneuvers, which are 
solely aimed at slowing down the pace of the revolution- 
ary process. This is why we also call on them to hence- 
forth condemn and fight mercilessly against all backward 
tendencies that prevent the strengthening of the August 
Revolution. It is through the unity of the people within 
the Popular Front that we will be able to launch the 
struggle for socioeconomic transformation through self- 
reliance. Therefore, the unity of the revolutionaries wil! 
soon become a living reality. 


On the international scene, despite the lies of the impe- 
rialists and their agents about the Popular Front, the 
people of the world, particularly the African people, see 
the Burkinabe revolution as an original and revolution- 
ary example of the emancipatory struggle of oppressed 


peoples. 


Comrade militants, your mobilization, particularly dur- 
ing the festivities marking the Sth anniversary of the 
RDP, was proof of your faithful and militant support for 
the rectification process. You must persevere on this 
path by reviving the political life within the popular 
Organizations. In the coming months, we will hold the 
second national meeting to take stock of our revolution- 
ary activities in the past year. On that occasion, com- 
rades will be expected to analyze without complacency, 
and on the basis of the principles of criticism and 
self-criticism, all our revolutionary activities of the past 
year. The year 1989 will mark the completion of the 
organization of the Popular Front with the logical inter- 
dependence of its various components. This will enable 
all the anti-imperialist and democratic forces to develop 
better unity of action for the implementation of the 
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Action Program of the Popular Front. This 1s our [words 
indistinct} of revolutionary democracy and the con- 
scious involvement of the popular masses in the general 
progress of our revolution. 


Comrade militants, there have certainly been some inad- 
equacies which we cannot ignore as we consider our 
gains. These inadequacies are mostly due to the weak 
degree of political awareness of the popular masses and 
the increased weakness of the revolutionaries in their 
work of revolutionary action and propaganda. Added to 
this are the class differences. and our economic back- 
wardness. We are aware of the enormous and arduous 
tasks ahead of us in the struggle to strengthen the 
revolution in the economic, political, and social spheres. 


Comrade militants, our independence and freedom pres- 
ently depend on our ability to rectify past errors, to unite 
in our fight for socioeconomic development. On the 
occasion of the Ist anniversary of the rectification pro- 
cess we call on all of you to take stock of our past 
achievements in order to envisage fulure perspectives. 


Down with imperialism! Down with reaction! Long live 
the rectification process and down with impenalism! 
Forward march! Fatherland or death. we will win! 
[Signed] The Coordination Bureau of the Popular Froni. 


Amnesty International Views Political Prisoners 
AB1810070688 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 17 Oct 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] It 1s now a year since Blaise Compaore overthrew 
the government of Thomas Sankara in Burkina Faso ina 
bloody military coup. Since then, many things have 
changed: The new government has liberalized the eco- 
nomic policies, given the go-ahead to building projects in 
the capital, Ouagadougou, and abandoned Captain 
Sankara’s more radical policies. But according to a new 
report published by Amnesty International, the human 
rights organization, one aspect of government in Burkina 
Faso remains the same: its treatment of political prison- 
ers. Although trade unionists imprisoned under Sankara 
were released by the new administration, their places in 
prison have been taken by others, as David Haggey heard 
from Amnesty’s Jamil Ben Oumar: 


[Begin recording] [Oumar] Some 40 people were detained 
and they were arrested straight after the coup and during 
November-December 1987, and some of them have been 
released but about 20 remain in detention. 


[Haggey] Maybe there have been new detentions [word 
indistinct] since then. There was one wave of detentions 
after the coup, and then things have quietened down 
since. It has always been the pattern 
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[Oumar] Well, some people were arrested immediately 
after the coup and then during November-December 
more people were arrested, and in May 1988 there were 
further arrests. Some students and high school pupils 
were arrested because they tned to organize a demon- 
stration which commemorates the events of May 1983 
when Sankara was detained at the time and there were 
demonstrations to get his release. 


Sees eene Gs Se ein Om ye 
said occurred under Thomas Sankara is continuing? 


[Oumar] After the coup some people were kept in 
detention and they were held incommunicado. Some of 
them were held at the building of the Conseil de !"En- 
tente, others at the Gendarmene Nationale. Some people 
were held in unnatural positions for a long time. Some 
people were forced to walk on the gravel on their knees as 
they were beaten up—and severe beatings [word indis- 
tinct}. So this was the same. 


[Haggey] Now, how do you know that Compaore himself 
1S actually sanctioning this? Are you accusing him of 
(?doing nothing) to resist some security officials who 
have gone out of control and he would like to stop as 
much as [words indistinct]. | mean, is he responsible? 


[Oumar] Blaise Compaore is a head of state and has got 
some responsibility and when we addressed the Burk:- 
nabe authorities, we talked to the governiment... 


[Haggey, interrupting] But is it his policy? Does he 
deliberately put (?in practice) this policy of maltreating 
political prisoners, as you said? 


[Oumar] The government demied these allegations and 
actually, on one occasion, the government brough: some 
former prisoners in fron: of television cameras and 
people were interviewed—four prisoners were inter- 
viewed—by the official newspaper, SIDWAYA, and we 
believed that some of them were forced to deny these 
allegations of torture. [end recording] 


Guinea's Conte Stops Over, Meets Compaore 
AB1910110788 Domestic Service 
in French 0630 GMT 19 Oct 88 


[Text] En route to the United States, Guinean President 
Lansana Conte yesterday evening stopped over at the 
Ouagadougou International Airport. The Guinean pres- 
ident was welcomed on arrival by the head of state, 
Captain Blaise Compaore. Also present on the occasion 
were several members of the revolutionary government 
and the Popular Front as well as a large delegation from 
the Guinean community in Burkina Faso. After the 
traditional welcoming ceremony, President Compaore 
received General Conte for | hour in the VIP lounge. 
Interviewed by the national media, the Guinean head of 
state first of all expressed his appreciation for the warm 
welcome given to him and then defined the purpose of 
his trip to the United States. 
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[Begin recording] [Conte] This visit *s essentially a 

private one. Nevertheless, I am scheduled to meet some 
American Government officials, officials of the World 
Bank and the State Department, and the president 
himself, whom I am scheduled to meet on the 25th at 
1000. After this I will leave for New York, also to meet 
some government officials, and then | will return to 


Washington and to Conakry. 


[Reporter] Since Guinea is a sister country, the Burki- 
nabe people would like to know how Guinea is currently 
faring. 


[Conte] You know, the peoples of Burkina Faso and 
Guinea are brotherly peoples, as you just said. The 
Guinean people are doing fine. You must be aware that 
currently it is the governments that have a lot of diffi- 
culties, especially in the economic field. So, all peoples 
and all governments are faced with the same problem of 
revamping our economies. It is in this context, therefore, 
that all the peoples and governments of all developing 
countries are struggling fiercely to raise the economic 
standards of our peoples and countries. [end recording] 


Ghana 


Officials Meet Burkinabes on Border Issues 
AB1910192588 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 19 Oct 88 


[Text] The Upper East secretary, Mr Lionel 
Mobila, has stressed that the PNDC does not take any 
interest in harboring political or economic saboteurs. He 
said the government will only tolerate genuine political 
refugees in line with international conventions. Mr 
Mobila was opening a |-<day working and friendship 
meeting at Bolgatanga today between the Upper East 
Region of Ghana and the Nahouri Province of Burkina 
Faso. He therefore urged the governments of the two 
countries to ignore rumors by reactionary forces whose 
only interest 1s to derail the revolutions in the two 
countries. Mr Mobila called for a strict adherence and 
mutual respect for the rules and regulations of the two 
countnes governing trade, customs, and immigration as 
well as the movement of livestock across their common 
border. The secretary said Ghana and Burkina Faso 
stand to gain if they insist on legitimate trade between 
their peoples. This is because smuggling only have to 
enrich a few unpatriotic nationals. [sentence as heard] 
Mr Mobila expressed the government's concern about 
maltreatment by Burkinabe security personnel of Gha- 
naians who are being repatriated home. He said the 
PNDC expects a more humane treatment and a spirit of 


good neighborliness. 


The commissioner for the Nahouri Province, Comrade 
Antoine Sambo Komy, who is leading the Burkinabe 
delegation, said the historic, cultural, and ethnic links 
between peoples of the two regions demand closer and 
cordial relations. He said this is a challenge to which the 
revolutions of Ghana and Burkina Faso must address 
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themselves. Topics being discussed include smuggling 
across the common border, repatriation of nationals of 
the two countries, and movement of cattle across the 
border. Other topics are the exploitation of the wild life 
and natural resources of the two countries, ;yroblems of 
drug abuse, and the traffic in narcotics between Ghana 
and Burkina Faso. 


Guinea 


Ordinance Issued on National Islamic League 
AB1810222188 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
1945 GMT 18 Oct 88 


[Text] Presidential ordinance: The president of the 
Republic orders: 


Article 1: Following the abolition of the Ministry of 
Religious Affairs, there will be created in the Republic of 
Guinea a National Islamic League [NIL], whose organi- 
zation and functioning are governed by a statute. 


Article 2: The NIL is chaired by a secretary general 
appointed by presidential decree. He is assisted by a 
deputy secretary general in charge of administrative and 
financial affairs, also appointed by presidential decree. 


Article 3: The NIL secretary general enjoys the advan- 
tages and prerogatives provided for cabinet members. 


Article 4: The present ordinance will be recorded and 
published in the official gazette of the Republic. 


Signed: General Lansana Conte 


League Leaders Named 
AB1910062188 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
1945 GMT 18 Oct 88 


[Text] The president of the Republic decrees: 


Article 1: El Hadj Amadou Tidiane Traore, formerly 
secretary of state delegate to the minister of national 
education in charge of scientific research, has been 
appointed secretary general of the National Islamic 


Article 2: Sekou Bangoura, formerly permanent under- 
secretary at the former Ministry of Religious Affairs, has 
been appointed National Islamic League deputy secre- 
wy general in charge of administrative and financial 
affairs. 


Article 3: The present decree will be recorded and 
published in the official gazette of the Republic. 


Signed: General Lansana Conte 


WEST AFRICA 


‘Tense’ Atmosphere, ‘Tight Security’ in Conakry 
AB2010114588 London BBC World Service in English 
0630 GMT 20 Oct 88 


[Text] Rumors were persisting in Conakry early this 
month about a coup attempt against Guinea's President 
Lansana Conte. But at a news conference in Conakry 
over the weekend, President Lansana Conte said the 
rumors were untrue. Fode Fofana was in Conakry and he 
sent us this report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] President Lansana 
Conte, speaking on a nationwide radio and TV broad- 
cast, said that an incident at the independence anniver- 
sary celebrations earlier this month was merely an acci- 
dent and did not represent an attempt to take over power 
or overthrow him. According to the president, the inci- 
dent occurred when an armored car involved in the 
anniversary parade stopped suddenly and a lorry behind 
it was forced to swerve into a crowd of people, killing a 
number of onlookers. The president said a special com- 
mission has been set up to investigate the matter. This 
statement has not done much to dampen speculation in 
the capital about the possibility of a coup attempt, and 
people I talked to were generally divided on whether to 
believe the president's account. 


The atmosphere in Conakry is tense and one can safely 
say that President Lansana Conte is not taking any 
chances. There is tight security around his office at the 
Palais des Nations and his residence, as well as around 
the radio and television stations. The president also does 
not seem to trust his own security men. He seems to 
prefer the protection of French and North Korean 


troops. 


Conte has obviously not won many friends with his 
economic policies. At his press conference, he was criti- 
cized for Guinea's open door policy to foreign invest- 
ment which has meant foreigners getting richer than 
their Guinean counterparts. The presidency recently lost 
a battle of strength with rice traders in the city. President 
Conte threatened the traders that unless they brought 
their prices down, he would take away their rice and 
bring it out into the streets for the people. The traders 
ignored him and the government was forced to import 
rice in an effort to keep prices under control. Furthcr- 
more, the effort to crack down on illegal black market 
business has alienated many among the middle classes, 
some of whom were former exiles who the government 
had exhorted to return home to play their part in the 
national rehabilitation. There are some unable to do 
business who are packing their bags again and leaving. 


I was also surprised to see the way the government's 
campaign against corruption and immorality was being 
carried out. Public floggings and the tying up of petty 
criminals is still going on. For example, if someone is 
caught loitering, he is taken to the offices of the antigang 
police, tied up with his ankles stretched behind his back 
and beaten on his chest so that it sounds like a dry drum. 
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The antigang police is a special squad that can appear at 
any time of the day or night and are said to bind and beat 
up people who are not able to produce adequate docu- 
mentation. 


In his broadcast, the president did offer some hope of 
political reform. He said a fundamental law would be 
introduced in the place of the abolished constitution and 
it is promised that this would offer greater participation 
for Guineans in the running of the country. It is by no 
means clear, however, whether this new dispensation 
would stretch as far as elections or the formation of 
political parties. [end recording] 


Ivory Coast 


President Receives Burundi Foreign Minister 
AB1810213888 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 18 Oct 88 


[Text] The head of state this afternoon received a special 
envoy from Burundian head of state Major Pierre 
Buyoya. It was Cyprien Mbonimpa, the minister of 
external relations and cooperation. The Burundian 
envoy said the discussion focused on bilateral relations 
and current African issues. 


[Begin recording] [Mbonimpa] I delivered a message 
from the Burundian head of state, Major Pierre Buyoya, 
to the Ivorian head of state, His Excellency Felix Hou- 
phouet-Boigny. It was a friendly and fraternal message. 
As you know, relations between Burundi and Ivory 
Coast are (?excellent), and it is quite normal for the 
Burundian head of state to address a message to the 
Ivorian head of state, whom we consider as Africa’s wise 
man, the man who plays an important role not only in 
his Own country but also throughout all Africa. I was 
therefore very happy to meet him, and I took this 
Opportunity to discuss bilateral issues, as well as current 
African issues, since President Houphouet-Boigny plays 
such an important role in Africa. We shared our views on 
these issues, and he asked some questions on Burundi 
and the situation prevailing there. I told him the situa- 
tion was absolutely calm and under control following the 
problems we faced in August. That is the substance of the 
message I delivered to President Houphouet-Boigny. 


[Reporter] On bilateral cooperation: What essential points 
did you discuss with President Houphouet-Boigny? 


[Mbonimpa] A program of training was signed between 
Burundi and Ivory Coast, and there are some Burundian 
students at the university here. I believe these relations 
could be developed because Ivory Coast has great potential 
and Burundi, very modestly, could also study the possibil- 
ities of more exchanges. The bonds of cooperation that 
already exist could be improved. [end recording] 
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That was the Burundian minister of external relations 
and cooperation talking to newsmen after his meeting 
with the head of state this evening. The Burundian 
minister was accompanied to the meeting by his Ivorian 
counterpart, Mr Simeon Ake. 


France Donates Equipment to Armed Forces 
AB1510201788 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN 
in French 15 Oct 88 p 5 


[Excerpt] At the Armed Forces School in Bouake, Thurs- 
day at 1010 GMT Jean Konan Banny, the minister of 
defense, accompanied by General Felix Ory, Army chief 
of staff of the national Armed Forces of the Ivory Coast, 
saluted the national flag. In the stands, general officers 
His Excellency Michel Dupunch, the French ambassador 
to Ivory Coast; Mayor Jean Konan Bledou; Prefect Jean 
Alley; and high-rankinf officers and various guests at the 
ceremony rose to listen to the Abidjanaise, the national 
anthem. Then Defense Minister Jean Konan Banny 
reviewed the troops composed of three 21-man sections 
under the command of Batallion Commander Michel 
Gondi Gueu. This was the beginning of the ceremony 
during which France donated some equipment to our 
country. An inaugural ceremony was also held for a new 
transmitting simulator network (systeme de simulation 
des reseaux de transmission). 


The minister of defense took the opportunity to recall 
the close bonds of cooperation that have existed between 
France and Ivory Coast for 25 years now—concrete 
cooperation that is shown through the donation of equip- 
ment by France to Ivory Coast. These donations include 
vehicles such as the troop/cargo carriers VLRA TPK 420 
M3 and VLRATPK 420 SL7, Peugeot P4 Jeeps, 504 4X4 
pick-up trucks, a 505 4x4 ambulance, and all types of 
Renaults; transmitting and optical equiqment; paratroop 
equipment (back-pack and lap-pack parachute contain- 
ers and (?altimeters); ST 12 B barges, 8-seat life rafts, and 
mercury outboard motors for the Navy. All the equip- 
ment was officially presented. This ceremony demon- 
strates the excellent relations that exist between our two 
countries, and according to Minister Konan Banny, “this 
cooperation corresponds to the sound policy of cooper- 
ation between France and Ivory Coast” and it is not 
limited to supplying the Ivorian Armed Forces with 
equipment. This policy of cooperation is also imple- 
mented in the field of training of personnel. About 300 
trainees attend French military schools each year, and 
French military technicians serve in the Ivorian Army. 


[passage omitted] 


Government Reported To Resume London Club Talks 
AB1410212688 Paris AFP in French 1834 GMT 
14 Oct 88 


[Text] Paris, 14 Oct (AFP)}—After 5 months of silence, 
Ivory Coast has decided to resume talks with the London 
Club, which groups some 350 banks to which that 
country owes money, it was learned from banking 
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sources. A meeting will take place shortly in Paris 
between the banks and an Ivorian delegation whose 
membership is not yet known. 


Abidjan’s positive response surprised the banks because, 
since May, the Ivorians had turned “a deaf ear” to 
requests for a meeting with the banks, the banking 
sources said. Moreover, the refusal last week by Ivorian 
President Felix Houphouet-Boigny to lower prices paid 
to cocoa farmers—cocoa is the country’s major source of 
income—was not an auspicious note on which to resume 
contacts, as this refusal is counter to the wishes of the 
IMF, according to the same sources. 


Although Ivory Coast and the creditor commercial banks 
signed an agreement last April for the rescheduling of 
almost all its private debt of Fr14.2 billion, Abidjan has 
not kept up with its payments. Ivory Coast stated that it 
could not pay as it had previously done because the IMF 
has stopped the country from receiving any standby 
credit. 


Solidarity Called for During Economic Crisis 
AB2010105488 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN 
in French 20 Oct 88 p 24 


[‘Press Communique’ received from Laurent Dona-Fo- 
logo, minister of information and government spokes- 
man, following a cabinet meeting on 19 October in 
Abidjan} 


[Excerpts] The cabinet met yesterday, Wednesday, 19 
October 1988, from 1000 to 1300 at the Presidential 
Palace under the chairmanship of the head of state, His 
Excellency President Felix Houphouet-Boigny. [passage 
omitted] Turning to the items on the agenda, the cabinet 
heard a report by the president of the Republic, who gave 
a general review of current economic and political issues. 
In these turbulent times of continuing economic crisis, 
marked essentially by the attitude of faceless and insa- 
tiable speculators who refuse to pay our farmers due 
remuneration for their work, President Houphouet- 
Boigny once again expressed satisfaction with the com- 
mendable solidarity and cohesion of the Ivorian people 
and their leaders, who are prepared to deal with the 
situation and take up the challenge. 


The head of state once again affirmed that it is only 
through the hard work of the sons and daughters of this 
country that we can progress. In Ivory Coast, every 
possible means will always be used so that those at the 
foot of the social ladder, especially Ivorian farmers, to 
whom we owe the growth of this country, will never be 
sacrificed. “This is certainly a difficult but an extremely 
just fight, and we must all join ranks to fight it together,” 
President Houphouet-Boigny stated. [passage omitted] 


WEST AFRICA 
Liberia 


University Trustees Board To Initiate Reforms 
AB1510105588 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 14 Oct 88 


[Text] The Board of Trustees of the University of Libe- 
ria, in an apparent move to restructure the university, 
has mandated the administration to implement various 
decisions to ensure a healthy academic environment and 
meeting maximum productivity, understanding, lasting 
peace, and harmony. 


According to today’s edition of the DAILY OBSERVER, 
a report was on Wednesday [12 October] submitted to 
the administration indicating that the board had sanc- 
tioned the decision to lift the suspension on the 14 
students, based on an expressed apology to the university 
administration. The report also suggested that the stu- 
dents be placed under disciplinary probation for one 
academic semester. The board recognized the need to 
define suspension, because it felt that the suspended 
students acted in an apparent good faith but were caught 
in a web. The board’s mandate followed the recent wave 
of student indiscipline which swept across the country 
and culminated in students vandalism and wanton 
destruction of school property. 


Such actions on the part of the students led to the 
issuance of Executive Order No 2, which bans student 
politics throughout the country. Student leaders of the 
university reacted sharply and issued leaflets, an act that 
was seen as a civil disobedience to the president, Dr 
Samuel Kanyon Doe, the visitors of the university, and 
the university administration. The administration of the 
university then responded by expelling | 1 student lead- 
ers and suspended 14 others. The continued student 
agitation led the board of the university, consequently, 
to closing the institution for a period of | month, for the 
purpose of restructuring the entire institution. This clo- 
sure, however, did not affect the College of Medicine, the 
Law School, and the Graduate School of Regional Plan- 
ning. The board was then appointed to urgently facilitate 
the restructuring exercise. 


Kpolleh, Others Get Prison Sentences in Trial 
AB1810074488 Monrovia Domestic Service 
in English 0700 GMT 18 Oct 88 


{Text] William Kpolleh of the banned Unification Party 
along with nine others who were recently found guilty of 
treason have been sentenced to 10 years imprisonment 
by the Criminal Court at the Temple of Justice. Kpolleh 
and Counselor Ceaphar Mabande, a lawyer, along with 
the other eight accused, were arrested last year, tried and 
found guilty by a 12-man (?and) panel jury of the 
Criminal Court for plotting to overthrow the Liberian 
Government. In its ruling, the court, presided over by 
Judge George Tulay, maintained that the issues raised by 
the defense counsels were basis for an appeal to the 
Supreme Court and not a motion for retrial. 
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Doe Fires Port Authority Managing Director 
AB1410210388 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 14 Oct 88 


[Text] The managing director of the National Port Author- 
ity, Mr Moses P. Harry, has been relieved of his post by the 
president, Dr Samuel Kanyon Doe. An Executive Mansion 
release, quoting a letter addressed to Mr Harry today from 
the president, said he was being relieved of his portfolio 
because of his failure to cooperate with the management 
team contracted by the Government of Liberia to manage 
the Free Port of Monrovia. 


Commenting on the related issue of privatization, Dr 
Doz emphasized that government has not, by any means, 
abandoned the scheme, but rather was doing everything 
to ensure that final arrangement would be concluded 
with bona fide investors only and that the interest of the 
country would be protected. The president then added 
that all public corporations earmarked for privatization 
would be privatized. 


Bong Mining Company Workers End Strike 
AB1910210088 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 19 Oct 88 


[Text] The management of the National Social Security 
and Welfare Corporation has commended workers of the 
Bong Mining Company, [BMC], for heeding the appeal 
made to them by President Samuel Kanydn Doe to end 
their strike action and return to work. In making this 
commendation, the management of the National Social 
Security and Welfare Corporation“ regretted the inci- 
dent and said it was the result of misinformation and 
misrepresentation made of the National Pension Scheme 
to the BMC workers. 


Niger 


President Saibou Receives Togolese Deiegation 
AB05 10144988 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1200 GMT 5 Oct 88 


[Excerpts] General Ali Saibou, chairman of the Supreme 
Military Council and head of state, this morning 
received a Togolese delegation led by Barry Moussa 
Barque, minister of planning and mines. The delegation 
also include Koffi Djondo, minister of industry and state 
enterprises. After this meeting the Togolese emissaries 
told the media that they delivered a message from 
General Eyadema to Gen Ali Saibou. Here is the news 
statement by Togolese planning and mines minister 
Moussa Barque. 


[Begin Barque recording] We delivered a verbal message 
to President Ali Saibou from his borther and friend, His 
Excellency Gen Gnassingbe Eyadema, president of the 
Republic of Togo. This message naturally concerned the 
cooperative and friendly relations that fortunately exist 
between our two heads of state and our two countries. 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 
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Barry Moussa Barque also spoke to the national media 
about the role played by Togo in the resumption of 
diplomatic relations between Chad and Libya which 
took place on 3 October and which, according to him, 
has created new perspectives for the establishment of 
peace between Tripoli and Ndjamena. Let us hear the 
Togolese emissary. 


[Begin Barque recording] Our country therefore contrib- 
uted to the reestablishment of diplomatic relations 
between Libya and Chad. I must add that my head of 
state personally fulfilled this action in his usual discreet 
manner. We also believe that this reestablishment of 
diplomatic relations has opened the way for establishing 
peace. It will enable both states and all our African 
partners, who are militating or struggling for the estab- 
lishment of peace in the subregion, to continue dialogue 
in order to achieve this peace which is long overdue for 
the people of both countries as expressed by their heads 
of state, and also for the subregion and Africa in general. 
{end recording] 


Security Court Issues Verdicts on Coup Plotters 
AB1410185088 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1200 GMT 14 Oct 88 


[Excerpt] On August 22, the State Security Court, in 
charge of investigating crimes and offenses against state 
security as well as other breaches of law, handed down its 
verdict in the trial of the coup plotters arrested on 6 
October 1983. It should be recalled that after the verdict, 
an appeal was lodged with the Supreme Court of Appeal 
by the government commissioner. Following this appeal, 
the State Security Court was notified. The Supreme 
Court of Appeal began sitting on 29 September 1988 and 
examined the appeal, which was termed admissible in its 
form and content. After analyzing the appeal, the verdict 
of the State Security Court was annulled. A new set of 
judges was appointed at the State Security Court and 
they began sitting from | 1 to 14 October 1988 in order to 
examine the case. The court has just handed down its 
verdict. Let us listen to Soli Abdourahamane, the min- 
ister of justice, reading the verdict: 


[Begin recording] Out of the 28 persons tried by the 
court, 20 were found guilty and 8 were acquitted. Here 
are the details of the sentences: Four people are sen- 
tenced to the capital punishment; these are the four 
persons already condemned to death in absentia by the 
State Security Court. One person is sentenced to 20 years 
imprisonment; one person to 10 years; one person to 8 
years; two persons to 7 years; four persons to 6 years; and 
six persons to 5 years. Eight persons were acquitted. 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 


Financial Backers Warned Against Price Hikes 
ABO0510205888 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 5 Oct 88 


[Excerpt] A meeting on the recent decision by the 
government to increase civil servants’ salaries by 6 
percent and a possible attempt to increase commodities 
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prices was held this afternoon between the minister of 
commerce, industry and crafts and financial backers. 
Here is a report on the meeting by Soule Boubacar: 


{[Boubacar] The minister of commerce, industry and 
crafts, this afternoon met with financial backers. The 
aim of the meeting was to warn them against price hikes 
that could be triggered by the government's recent deci- 
sion to increase civil servants salaries by 6 percent. 


[passage omitted] 


Saibou Receives Ivorian Delegation 8 Oct 
ABO08 10221088 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 8 Oct 88 


'Text] General Ali Saibou, chairman of the Supreme 
Military and head of state, this afternoon received an 
Ivorian delegation, headed by Ivorian Transport Minis- 
ter Koffi Aoussou. The Ivorian delegation came to 
deliver a message from President Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny to his Niger counterpart. The meeting took place 
in the presence of the civil service, labor, and profes- 
sional training minister, Amadou Madougou. After the 
meeting, Ivorian Transport Minister Minister Koffi 
Aoussou made the following statement: 


[Begin Aoussou recording] Mr Ickonga, the managing 
director of Air Afrique Company, and I have come here 
as emissaries of President Houphouet-Boigny to deliver 
a message to his Excellency, the president of Niger, 
concerning the mandate that President Houphouet- 
Boigny’s counterparts gave him in Lome to revive, Air 
Afrique. We have come to inform the president of Niger 
about the achievements that have been realized so far. 
Consultations are under way among the various presi- 
dents on the choice of a new managing director of the 
company. A definite solution has not yet been found. We 
have informed the president on this issue, but it is 
necessary to begin preparing for a new [words indistinct], 
and it is in this light that we have been sent to deliver this 
message. Because a final solution has not yet been found, 
the contents of this message, for the meantine, are 
(reserved for) the president. [end recording] 


Saibou Leaves for Visit to Morocco 20 Oct 
AB2010122888 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1200 GMT 20 Oct 88 


[Text] The chairman of the Supreme Military Council 
[CMS] and head of state, General Ali Saibou, left Nia- 
mey this morning for Rabat on a friendly and working 
visit. The head of state is accompanied by the minister of 
foreign affairs and cooperation, Mr Allele Elhadj Habi- 
bou; the minister of higher education, research, and 
technology, Mr Abache Chaibou; and the permanent 
secretary of the office of the chairman of the CMS and 
head of state, Mr Abdou Gariba, among others. This is 
President Ali Saibou’s first visit to Morocco since he was 
appointed leader of our country. 
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Nigeria 
Paper Warns Against Botha’s ‘Fake Promises’ 
AB1910111488 Lagos International Service in English 
0830 GMT 19 Oct 88 


[From the press review] 


{Text} THE REPUBLIC takes a look at the current 
campaign by racist President Pieter Botha to seek dia- 
logue with some African leaders. While the paper partly 
appreciates the moves, it warns African leaders to be 
mindful of Botha’s fake promises in the past, particularly 
his noncompliance with the Nkomati peace accord of 
1985 with Mozambique. THE REPUBLIC strongly calls 
on African leaders who engage in dialogue with Botha 
not to be too liberal as such an approach is capable of 
giving the racists more room to escalate the conflict in 
South Africa. 


Minister Blames wers for Botha Meetings 
AB1810195388 Dakar PANA in French 1825 GMT 
18 Oct 88 


[Text] Lagos, 18 Oct (NAN/PANA)}—Nigerian Minister 
of State for External Affairs Alhaji Mamman Anka has 
drawn the attention of African leaders to the danger of 
not responding the OAU’s policy on isolating the South 
African apartheid regime. 


Reacting to the meeting on | 7 October [date as received] 
between the South African racist leader, Pieter Botha, 
and the Ivorian president, Felix Houphouet-Boigny, the 
Nigerian minister stated on that same day in Lagos that 
there has not been any positive change in South Africa 
that could justify dialogue with the racist regime. 


He said, however, that as a sovereign state, Ivory Coast 
was free to meet anyone it wanted, but, he added, 
Nigeria will adhere to the OAU'’s policy that called for 
the imposition of mandatory economic sanctions and 
the isolation of that regime until apartheid is dismantled. 


Mr Anka stated that the meetings between Botha and 
some African leaders were instigated by some superpow- 
ers, adding that these powers should first make use of 
their influence to put an end to apartheid. 


The meeting in Yamoussoukro (Ivory Coast), it is 
recalled, came after those Botha held with Presidents 
Chissano of Mozambique, Banda of Malawi, and 
Mobutu of Zaire. 


President Babangida Receives Iraqi Envoy 
AB1901192180 Kaduna Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 19 Oct 88 


[Text] President Ibrahim Babangida has said the funda- 
mental issues involved in the Gulf war are to be resolved 
to the mutual satisfaction of both Iraq and Iran before 
lasting peace is achieved in the region. The president 
made this remark while receiving a special envoy of 
President Saddam Husayn of Iraq, Mr Al-Ta‘i ‘Abd 
al-Karim, who briefed him on the obstacles to the United 
Nations peace efforts in the Gulf. President Babangida 
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pledged that Nigeria would continue to support moves to 
settle the dispute within the framework of the United 
Nations resolutions. President Babangida said that 
United Nations-arranged ceasefire in the Gulf should 
not be seen as an end in itself, but as an initial step in the 
process of seeking solutions to the conflict that will 
guarantee lasting peace in the region. He thanked the 
Iraqi Government for bringing him up to date on its 
position in the dispute. 


Mr Al-Ta‘i ‘Abd al-Karim had earlier told General 
Babangida that his country’s leader felt the need to keep 
Nigeria informed of latest developments in the Gulf 
since it could play an important role in ending the war 
being a key member of the Nonaligned Movement. He 
told the president that the impression being created by 
Iran that his country was insisting on new terms for a 
ceasefire was wrong, saying that Iraq was only asking for 
the acceptance of conditions which should be an integral 
part of a cease-fire agreement to make it workable. 


Army Chief Concerned Over Loss of Weapons 
AB1910174588 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 19 Oct 88 


[Text] The chief of Army staff, Lieutenant General Sani 
Abacha, has stressed concern over the loss of arms and 
ammunition from military depots in the country. Gen 
Abacha said ordinance services will be employed to take 
prompt measures to bring the culprits to book. He stated 
this in an address to the opening of a 3-day Army 
ordinance corps training week at the 82d Division in 
Enugu. The chief of Army staff told the participants to 
focus on accountability, especially in those areas where 
military ware were involved. The theme of the training 
week is: Nigeria Army ordinance corps inventory control 
and stores management. 


Senegal 


Educational Climate Assessed as Classes Begin 
AB2010053588 Paris AFP in French 1241 GMT 
19 Oct 88 


[By Francis-Xavier Harispe] 


[Text] Dakar, 19 Oct (AFP)}—After a 7-month strike— 
the longest and most serious crisis in the history of 
Senegalese education—the reopening of schools for the 
1988-89 academic year took place in calm [words indis- 
tinct]. No clashes marked the resumption of classes, 
which was a testing time for the government. The 
majority of high school students made a “brief tour” of 
their schools and left, [words indistinct] general assem- 
blies convened right after the reopening by the school 
coordinating committees. According to observers, these 
general assemblies, which were dominated by a small 
group of activists, seemed to have been the only activity 
in Senegal’s high schools on Monday, 17 October, the 
school reopening date for students in the last year of high 
school. Spread over | week—primary schools first 
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(without problem), followed by the junior high schools 
and then the senior high schools—the reopening of 
schools, awaited with anticipation by political observers, 
cannot be considered effective until Monday, 24 Octo- 
ber, when the University of Dakar will reopen. 


The boycott of classes at the high schools could continue 
for another 72 hours starting tomorrow even if the 
“silent majority” of students who want to resume classes 
begins to make its presence known, observers feel. This 
tendency stems from one fact: If the rich have been able 
to afford education abroad or in private institutions, the 
poor risk becoming the “rejects of the educational 
system.” Observers note that the boycott is not closely 
tied to the reopening of schools. The general assemblies 
of the students, while voting for the boycott, asked for 
the satisfaction of the demands of students at university- 
level institutions, which wiil reopen on 24 October. 
Some see in this the desire to plan a common action with 
the “big ones.” 


Teachers unions and political parties have been careful 
not to call for the continuation of this strike which 
resulted in the cancellation of the academic year for all 
students in the public system, and thus a systematic 
repetition of the lost year. Members of the opposition 
and unions not affiliated to the ruling Socialist Party 
were last year accused of instigating the student boycott. 
Parents seem strangely absent from this reopening, just 
as they were last year during the crisis period. University 
students, for their part, continue to negotiate, just a few 
days before classes are scheduled to begin, not with the 
minster of higher education, but directly with the per- 
manent undersecretary to the president of the Republic, 
which, according to observers, demonstrates a political 
will at the highest level to have done with this crisis. 


President Abdou Diouf himself took a leading position 
by addressing the situation in a radio and television 
broadcast before the beginning of classes. Noting the 
efforts made by his government to meet the demands of 
the students, he stated that the state would do everything 
possible, within its means, in these times of economic 
crisis. Thus, the government has released 2 billion CFA 
francs to be used in renovating and equipping schools, 
which are in a general state of dilapidation. New teachers 
have been recruited and new classrooms have been built, 
primarily to accommodate children who are starting 
high school and to reduce overcrowding in classrooms. 
There are sometimes as many as 70 pupils in the same 
classroom in certain primary schools where 4 or more 
children share a desk built for 2. 


The presence of law enforcement agents outside schools 
throughout the country was discreet on the first day of 
classes. This sign of relaxation, like the consideration 
given by the authorities to the demands of the students, 
has undoubtedly calmed things down. This morning the 
second part of examinations at the medical school took 
place in Dakar without any incidents, but the number of 
candidates was very small. 
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